The Official Journal of the Foundation For Amateur Radio, Inc. 


MARCH 1998 


$1.00 


THEY’RE BACK !?!! 


C3IeIS PROUD TO PROVIDE YOU WITH THE 
FINEST VHF & UHF YAGIS IN THE WORLD FROM 
K1FO (former Rutland Arrays) 


HIGH PERFORMANCE YAGIS AVAILABLE FOR: 


** 6 METERS ** 
** 2 METERS ** 

** 1.25 METERS ** 
** ‘70 CENTIMETERS ** 
** 33 CENTIMETERS ** 
** 23 CENTIMETERS ** 


ALSO AVAILABLE 
STACKING KITS, AZ/EL MOUNTS, POWER 
DIVIDERS, PARTS KITS 


Our Complete line of repeater performance 
enhancement modules are also available as well 
as complete, ready-to-operate repeater 
controllers to your specifications 


¢e LET US HELP YOU REACH TOP PERFORMANCE! CALL, WRITE OR VISIT 
OUR HOME PAGE TODAY FOR MORE INFORMATION. 
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Regional Hamfests and Other Events 


March7  . Split Rock ARA, Parsippany, NJ . 973-347-3195 


March 7-8 Mecklenburg ARS, Charlotte, NC 704-948-7373 
March 14 Highlands County ARC, Sebring, FL 941-382-9560 
March 15 Charleston Area Hamfest & Computer Show, Charleston, WV 304-768-1143 
March 20-22 Playground ARC, Fort Walton Beach, FL 850-314-3337 
March 21 ~ Martin County ARA, Stuart, FL 561-288-7100 
March 21 Kennehoochee ARC, Marietta, GA 770-517-0073 
March 22 Westchester Emergency Communications Assn., Yonkers, NJ 914-741-6606 
March 22 Down East Hamfest Association, Kinston, NC 919-524-5724 
March 28-29 Maryland State Convention, Timonium, MD 410-HAM-FEST 
April 3-4 Southeastern VHF Conference, Atlanta, GA 404-875-9450 
April 4 Catawba Valley Hamfest & Computer Fair, Morganton, NC 704-433-6205 
April 4 Appalachian AR Group, Fredericksburg, PA 717-566-2606 
April 5 North Carolina State Convention, Raleigh, NC 919-266-9335 
April 25 Cherryville Repeater Assn., Harmony Twp., NJ 908-788-2644 
April 25 Columbia-Montour ARC, Bloomsburg, PA 717-752-6851 
May 3 Antietam Radio Assn., Hagerstown, MD 304-728-7769 
May 3 Metro 70cm Network, Yonkers, NJ 914-969-1053 
May 3 Warminster ARC, Wrightstown (Bucks County), PA 215-674-5218 
May 3 Jackson County ARC, Ripley, WV 304-372-2849 
May 29-31 Atlantic Division Convention, Rochester, NJ ’ 716-424-7184 
June 7 Ole Virginia Hams ARC, Manassas, VA 703-369-2877 
JJune 20 Raritan Valley RC, Dunellen, NJ 908-469-9009 
June 20 East River ARC, Bluefield, WV 540-326-3338 
June 21 Frederick ARC, Frederick, MD 301-865-0865 
June 27-28 Field Day . 

July 5 Murgas ARC, Wilkes-Barre (Dallas), PA 717-288-3532 
July 12 Mid-Atlantic ARC, Kimberton, PA 610-293-1919 
July 24-25 Milton ARC, Milton, FL 850-626-7686 
July 25 Western Carolina ARS, Waynesville, NC 704-258-2639 
August | High Point ARC, High Point, NC 910-887-3039 


August 8 Tri-State ARA, Huntington, WV 304-743-9812 


On The Cover 


Pictured on the cover of this months’ issue of Auto-Call 
is Frank Donovan, W3LPL and Tony Faiola, K3WX. 
Frank and Tony recently installed a new 200 foot heavy- 
duty AB-105 tower for Tyler Stewart, K3MM. The new 
tower is an effort by Potomac Valley Radio Club members 
to boost the efficiency of Tyler's new contest station. 


oto by Taek Hammett, K4VV) 
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Rules 


and 


Regs 


By Jack Kelleher 
WAZC 


WRC-97 FINAL ACTS AVAILABLE: 


The Final Acts of the 1997 Radio- 
communication Conference, WRC-97, signed in 
Geneva November 22, are now available. These 
acts include changes to the international table of 
frequency allocations, new and revised resolutions 
and recommendations, and changes to the 
_ appendices to the international radio regulations— 
including the revised plan for the Broadcasting- 
Satellite Service in Regions | and 3. 


A copy of the WRC-97 Final Acts now is 
available for inspection and public review at the 
FCC’s International Reference Center, 2000 M 
Street NW, Room 102, Washington, DC; tel 202- 
418-1492. You can buy a copy of the Final Acts 
from the International Telecommunication Union, 
Sales and Marketing Service, Place des Nations, 
CH-1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland; tel 011-41-22- 
730-6141; fax 011-41-22-730-5194; http:// 
www.itu.ch/publications. For more information, 
contact Audrey L. Allison, International Bureau, 
Satellite and Radiocommunication Division; tel 
202-418-0733.—FCC 


WISCONSIN HAMS EYE BILL: 
Hams in Wisconsin plan to monitor a bill to be 


introduced in the next legislative session that could 
have implications for ‘ham radio mobile operators. 
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The measure, Assembly Bill 680, states in part, 
“No person while driving a motor vehicle shall be 
so engaged or occupied with the use of a mobile 
telecommunications device as to interfere with the 
safe driving of such vehicle or as to impede the 
normal and reasonable movement of traffic.” (Ed: 
we’re going to see more of this type of proposal - 
driving is a full-time job). 


FCC’S JOHN B. JOHNSTON, W3BE, RETIRES 
(Tnx ARRL Letter V17. #5) 


A well-known name at the FCC, John B. 
Johnston, W3BE, has retired. His last position at 
the Commission was as Special Assistant for 
Personal Radio Services to the Public Safety and 
Private Wireless Division. Johnston’s last day at 
the FCC was Friday, January 30. 


After an electrical engineering career in the 
private sector, Johnston joined the FCC in 1972 as 
Chief, Rules and Legal Branch, Amateur and 
Citizens Radio Division, where he worked under 
Prose Walker, . In 1975, Johnston replaced Walker 
as Chief of the Amateur and Citizens Radio 
Division. Later, he served as Chief of the Personal 
Radio Branch, Special Services Division, in the 
Private Radio Bureau (now the Wireless 
Telecommunications Bureau). 


- Johnston, who’s 70, only made it known this 
week to his FCC colleagues that he’d be leaving, 
but his retirement was not entirely unexpected since 
his wife retired last fall. For the time being, Bill 
Cross; W3TN, will be handling Amateur Radio 
matters formerly done by Johnston. 


A former ARRL Assistant Atlantic Division 
Director, Johnston served earlier in his ham radio 
career as president of the Frankford Radio Club 
and authored some articles for QST, including 
“Some Notes on Acquiring the Code” in November 


1966, and “A New Year’s Resolution” in March 


1966, for which he won an award from the ARRL 
Communications Department. He is a Charter Life 
Member of the ARRL. 


Continued on page 7 
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MEMBERCLUBS 


Adams County Amateur Radio Society Mercury Amateur Radio Assn., NE Area 


Wash CUiglote, Gg o 


Alexandria Radio Club Metropolitan Communications Network 
Amateur Radio Research and Develop. Corp. Metrovision Amateur TV Club 

AMSAT - Radio Amateur Satellite Corporation Mid-Atlantic DX & Repeater Assn. 

Anne Arundel Radio Club Montgomery Amateur Radio Club 

Antietam Radio Association, Inc. Montgomery Auxiliary Communications Service 
ARINC Amateur Radio Club Moose Amateur Radio Club 

Arlington Amateur Radio Club Mount Vernon Amateur Radio Club 
Baltimore Amateur Radio Club National Capitol ARES Council 

Baltimore Radio Amateur Television Society National Capitol DX Association 

Calvert Amateur Radio Association Naval Research Laboratory Radio Club 
Capital City Amateur Radio Society NOAA Amateur Radio €lub 

Capital Hill Amateur Radio Society North Point FM Association | , 

Carroll County Amateur Radio Club Northern Virginia FM Association 

Central Maryland Amateur Radio Club Northern Virginia Radio Club 

Chaverim of the Greater Washington Area Ole Virginia Hams Amateur Radio:Club 
Cheese Hollow Amateur Radio Society Opequon Radio Society 

Columbia Amateur Radio Association Pentagon Amateur Radio Club 

Culpeper Amateur Radio Association Potomac Area VHF Society 

D-MARC - Digital Mid-Atlantic Radio Council _- Potomac Valley Radio Club 

Department of State Amateur Radio Club Prince George’s Wireless Association, Inc. 
Dulles Amateur Radio Group Prince George’s County ARES/RACES 
Explorer Post #80- Amateur Radio Quarter Century Wireless Association, Inc: 
Fauquier Amateur Radio Association Baltimore Chapter #20 

Federal City REACT Amateur Radio Club Del-Mar-VA Chapter #150 

Frederick Amateur Radio Club ~ Shenandoah Valley Chapter #137 . 
Frederick Amateur Repeater Group Vic Clark Chapter #91 

Goddard Amateur Radio Club : Washington Chapter #23 ‘ 
Green Mountain Repeater Association Rock Creek Amateur Radio Association 
Hanover Area Hamming Association St. Mary’s County Amateur Radio Association 
Historical Electronics Museum Amateur Radio Club Shenandoah Valley Amateur Radio Club 
IBM Amateur Radio Club Southern Maryland Amateur Radio Club 
Johns Hopkins University APL ARC Southern Patuxent Amateur: Radio Club 
KB3BOI Repeater Group, Inc. Stafford Amateur Radio Assn. 

Kent Island Amateur Radio Club Sterling Park Amateur Radio Club 

Laurel Amateur Radio Club ' 4 Summit Amateur Radio Association » 
Leisure World Amateur Radio Club Tri-County Amateur Radio Club 

Loudoun Amateur Radio Group T-MARC, Middle Atlantic Repeater Council 
MD/DC MARS (Navy Marine) Association Vienna Wireless Society 

MADRAS Voice of America Amateur Radio Club 
Maryland Emergency Phone Net Washington Adventist Amateur Radio Assn. 
Maryland FM Association Washington Area Young Ladies ARC 
Maryland Mobileers Amateur Radio Club Woodbridge Wireless, Inc. 


| ihe Foundation for Adurcun Rad laps as 


Talkinon © 


ond Wednesday of each r 

~ next meeting will be held 
Virginia. Take Capitol Beltw ) 
second traffic light, left on Gibbon Get to ae. eft ota 
to dead end at Lee Center Parking Lot. The meeting is conducted i in 
the conference room near. the main office of Hu center. 
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VANITY UPDATE: 
(TNX ARRL LETTER V17 #5) 


The FCC in Gettysburg reports it has run all 
vanity applications received through December 
22, 1997. All work in process (WIPs) also has 
been processed. The FCC granted 174 new call 
signs on January 22.—FCC 


REGULATORY ITEMS FROM THE ARRL 
BOARD MEETING, JAN. 16 & 17 


In response to repeated member complaints of 
malicious interference and the use of foul language 
on the amateur bands, the Board established an 
Enforcement Task Force to push for better rules 
enforcement from the FCC. Vice President Joel 
Harrison, W5ZN, will chair the 10-member panel. 
Other members include President Stafford, 
Directors Joe Falcone, N8TI, Frank Fallon, N2FF, 
Kay Craigie, WT3P, Fried Heyn, WA6WZO, and 
Marshall: Quiat, AGOX, Vice President Hugh 
Turnbull W3ABC, General Counsel Chris Imlay, 
W3KD, and Field Services Manager Rick Palm, 


’ KICE. The Task Force will oversee and work 


closely with the Amateur Auxiliary and make 
recommendations to the Board on enforcement 
issues. 


The ARRL also will ask the FCC for a 
declaratory ruling to put teeth into the voluntary 
band plan concept. The League wants the FCC to 
affirm that any operation that conflicts with 
established, voluntary band plans and causes 
interference or adversely affects those operating 
in accordance with applicable band plans ‘’is not 
good amateur practice” and would be considered 
atules violation. (Ed: See other news herein on 
widespread violations of informal and official band 
plans at VHF/UHF) 


The Board applauded actions by the FCC and 
the New York City Taxi and Limousine 
Commission to crack down on illegal use of the 
10-meter band by taxi drivers in the city and urges 
confiscation of equipment and fines to drivers who 
fail to comply and eventual removal of illegal 
transmitters from New York City cabs. 


“March 1998 


AUTOR ICAL 


On a 11-4 vote, the Board voted to NOT draft 
a petition to the FCC to simplify the Amateur Radio 
license structure and to increase HF privileges for 
Novice and Technician Plus licensees. The plan 
would have asked the FCC to: 


== halt issuance of new Novice licenses while 
continuing to renew existing licenses; 


== rearrange current HF CW allocations for 
Novice and Tech Plus licensees to provide 
expanded HF phone frequencies; 


==add 75- and 15-meter phone privileges for 
Tech Plus holders. 


Rejection of the plan completes the Board’s 
consideration of a committee proposal that it first 
received at its January 1997 meeting, and that had 
been the subject of membership study and 
comment during the year. 


On a 10-5 vote, the Board declined to refer to 
the Executive Committee for study a proposal to 
ask the FCC to reduce the number of license classes 
to three. 


LF BAND SOUGHT DOWN UNDER 
(FROM ARRL LETTER V17 #4): 


Australia is considering a new ham band in the 
low-frequency spectrum below 200 kHz. The move 
follows the European allocation of 135.7-137.8 
kHz by the Conference of European Post and 
Telecommunications (CEPT). General class hams 
in New Zealand have been allowed to use 165 to 
190. kHz on a non-interference basis since 1990. 
Australian hams have had to get special permission 
to operate there. 


FCC INVITES SUPPLEMENTAL COMMENTS 
IN EDAP TECHNOMED WAIVER REQUEST 
(tnx ARRL Letter v17 #1) 


Friday, January 9 was the deadline to file 
supplemental comments in the waiver petition filed 


Continued next page 
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in 1996 by EDAP Technomed Inc to operate a 
medical device at 1.296 GHz at emission limits 
above those allowed by the FCC’s rules (see The 
ARRL Letter Update, June 21, 1996). Amateur 
Radio has a secondary allocation in the 1.24 to 1.30 
GHz band. The Federal government has the 
primary allocation, for radiolocation, and uses the 
band mostly for high-power radar systems. EDAP 
wants a waiver of the radiated emission limits to 
permit sale and use of the device to treat benign 
prostatic hyperplasia (non-cancerous enlargement 
of the prostate gland). EDAP has told the 
Commission that its device, called a Prostatron, 
operates at 1.296 GHz because the wavelength is 
uniquely suited to the treatment process; however, 
it radiates energy 67 dB above the limit set by 
Section 18.305(b) of the FCC rules. 


The ARRL, Urologix Inc, and the National 
Telecommunications and Information 
Administration (NTIA) all have raised objections 
to the EDAP petition. The NTIA cited concerns 
about potential interference to air traffic control 
systems. Hams also submitted informal comments 


by e-mail to the FCC’s Office of Engineering and 


Technology (OET) after the formal comment 
period ended. : 


The FCC says EDAP has been trying to address 
the concerns of the opposing parties, and late last 
year, EDAP and the NTIA reached a conditional 
agreement. The OET now has invited comments 
regarding the recent NTIA and EDAP filings under 
the FCC’s “permit-but-disclose” requirements of 
its ex parte rules. The ARRL plans to file 
supplemental comments in this proceeding. 


A public file of documents in this matter is 
available for inspection and copying in the OET, 
Suite 480, 2000 M_ Street NW, Washington, DC 
20554. For more information, contact Anthony 
Serafini, 202-418-2456.—FCC 


ARE FM SPECTRUM RESTRICTIONS 
(BANDPLANS) NEEDED? 
(TNX ARNS #1065 & #1066) 
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The proponents of non-FM point to point 
communications say that formal restrictions are 
needed to keep FM users from causing interference 
to the users of other modes on our VHF and UHF 
bands. FM interests are already vowing a fight to 
keep access to all the VHF and UHF spectrum that 
they now have. 


Cross mode interference has always been a 
problem on any ham band. But now there appears 
to be an increase in the incidence of both 
inadvertent and purposeful interference to weak 
signal, EME, local SSB, CW and even AM contacts 
on the 2 meter, 1.25 meter and 70 Centimeter 
bands. 


The non-FM’ers say that the users of FM are 
ignoring established ARRL approved band plans. 
That they are popping up wherever they please and 
destroying the ability of other hams to enjoy their 
modes. 


But some FM’ers say that it’s the utility of FM 
in day to day communications that makes it so 
valuable to every ham. This, regardless what 
frequency is being used as long as its one that’s 
legal in the FCC’s Part 97 rules. 


Other FM enthusiasts are going a lot farther. 
They are saying that they did not write the 
bandplans, that they are not members of the ARRL 
and that they cannot be forced to abide by them. 


The ARRL Board of Directors is expected to 
at least look at the problem of FM incursion into 
what’s traditionally been non-FM spectrum at it 
holds its first meeting of 1998. (Ed: See 
“Regulatory aspects of the ARRL Board meeting”, 
above, particularly the statement that “The ARRL 
also will ask the FCC for a declaratory ruling to 
put teeth into the voluntary band plan concept.”) 


YAESU ON BAND PLANNING 
(TNX ARN 1065) 


Meantime, one ham equipment supplier is not 
waiting for the band plan problem to get any worse. 
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Yaesu USA has decided to supply international 
bandplanning information in revised issues of 
instruction manuals that will soon begin being 
shipped with several VHF and UHF radios. 


The upcoming FT-847 Instruction Manual says 
in part: “Please be certain to respect other amateurs 


by observing the operating bandplans in your 


country, and do not use the FM mode in the sub- 
bands’ (which Yaesu identifies)’ recognized as 
being reserved for SSB/CW “weak-signal” work. 


service requires the cooperation of all licensees, 
and operating bandplans have evolved so as to 
minimize interference among operators using 
incompatible emission modes such as: FM and 
SSB.” 


Yaesu’s Chip Margelli, K7JA says that the 
frequencies cited were chosen to represent the best 
compromises between the North American, 
European, and pan-Pacific regional bandplans. 
Margelli says that they should make the point most 


The communications effectiveness of the amateur adequately. 


FAR SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE 


THE FOUNDATION FOR AMATEUR RADIO, INC., a non-profit organization with 

headquarters in Washington, D.C., plans to administer sixty-six (66) scholarships for the academic 
year 1997-1998 to assist licensed Radio Amateurs. The Foundation, composed of over seventy- 
five local area Amateur Radio Clubs, fully funds nine of these scholarships with the income 
from grants and its annual Hamfest. The remaining fifty-seven (57) are administered by the 
‘Foundation without cost to the various donors. 


Licensed Radio Amateurs may compete for these awards if they plan to pursue a full-time 
course of studies beyond high school and are enrolled in or have been accepted for enrollment 

_-at-an accredited university, college or technical school. The awards range from $500 to $2500 
with preference given in some cases to residents of specified geographical areas or the pursuit 
of certain study programs. Clubs, especially those in Delaware, Florida, Maryland, New Jersey, 
‘Ohio, Pennsylvania, Texas, Virginia and Wisconsin, are encouraged to announce these 

- opportunities at their meetings, in their club newsletters, during training classes, on their nets 
and on their world wide web home pages. 


Additional information and an application form may be requested by letter or QSL card, 
postmarked prior to April 30, 1998 from: 


FAR Scholarships 
6903 Rhode Island Avenue 
College Park, MD 20740 
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American 
Radio 
Relay 
League 
Report 


By. John Swafford, 
WAHU 


The purpose of the ARRL Report is to provide the 
essential news of interest to active, organizationally 
minded radio amateurs faster than it can be 
disseminated by our official Journal OST. We strive 
to be fast, accurate and readable in our reporting. 
Material from the ARRL Report may be reproduced 
in whole or in part in any form including photo 
reproduction and electronic data banks, provided 
that credit is given to The ARRL Letter and The 
American Radio Relay League. 


BOARD RE-ELECTS LEAGUE’S 
LEADERSHIP TEAM 


Expressing confidence in the League’s 
leader$hip team, the ARRL Board of Directors has 
re-elected all current officers. Among those tapped 
- for new two-year terms was President Rod Stafford, 
ex-KB6ZV, who now sports the call sign W6ROD. 
Also re-elected were First Vice President Steve 
Mendelsohn, W2ML, Vice Presidents. Joel 
Harrison, W5ZN, and Hugh Turnbull, W3ABC, 
International Affairs Vice President Larry Price, 
W4RA, Treasurer James McCobb, WILLU, 
Executive Vice President and Secretary David 
Sumner, K1ZZ, Chief Financial Officer Barry 
Shelley, NIVXY, and-for one-year terms—all 
current Executive Committee members. The action 
came as the Board met for its first regular session 
of the new year January 16 and 17 in Rocky Hill, 
Connecticut. For several hours on January 16, the 
Board gathered under emergency lighting because 
of a power outage caused by an ice storm. 
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The League ended 1997 in the black and in 
overall sound financial shape, the Board was told. 
That was a dramatic improvement from 1996, when 
the League finished the year in red ink. The Board 
also approved a financial plan for 1998 that will 
continue 1997’s successful fiscal management 
policies. 


The Board also okayed the appointment of up 
to 15 members of The President’s Roundtable, a 
group of influential Amateur Radio leaders and 
strong League supporters to guide development and 
endowment activities. The League plans to launch 
a “vigorous program of education on planned and 
deferred giving.” 


In other actions, the Board resumed the 
important strategic planning process by creating a 
Strategic Planning Steering Committee that will 
develop detailed procedures to review and revise 
the ARRL Strategic Plan and work with the 
Executive Vice President to pick a facilitator. The 
Board developed a strategic plan in 1994 that 
requires updating in view of telecommunications 
developments since that time to: renamed the 
Technical Excellence Award as the Doug DeMaw 
Technical Excellence Award, as requested by 
several members who have earned the award to: 
authorize appointment of a volunteer ARRL 
Amateur Radio Direction Finding Coordinator. 
Working with IARU organizations in the Americas 
and other parts of the world, the ARDF Coordinator — 
would promote radio direction finding in the US. 
To approve in principle the establishment of the 
ARRL Alternative Dispute Resolution Service as 
a low-cost alternative for hams finding themselves 
in disagreements with other hams, such as in 
frequency utilization disputes and wish to avoid 
legal action. 


To direct the Volunteer Resources Committee 
to study the “E-Mail Elmers” project in the Great 
Lakes Division and the “Get on the Air” project in 
the New England Division and recommend ways 
to establish a national program that incorporates 
the benefits of these programs and other features 
to encourage new licensees to become active. ree 
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To create an International Membership, open 
to anyone who holds a current ham license but who 
is not eligible for full membership by virtue of 
residence. | 


~ To agree to permit the advertising of 
performance claims (ie, antenna gain figures) 
derived from antenna modeling programs in QST, 
~ subject to certain conditions. 


~ ‘To endorse the APRS/Manned Space “APRS 
QSY Activity compromise as a way to share 
frequencies in the two-meter band to minimize 
interference between APRS activities and 
communication between Earth and manned 
spacecraft. The League also pledged a donation 
of up to $500 to support the APRS QSY initiatives. 


To retire the Public Service Advisory 

“Committee “with deepest thanks and appreciation.” 

Specialized ad hoc committees will now handle 
issues formerly addressed to the PSAC. 


To recognize Directors Ed Metzger, W9PRN, 
“and Frank Butler, W4RH, for their 40 years of 
service as elected ARRL officials. 


HAM RADIO SAVES THE DAY IN ICE 
STORM’S WAKE 


“Some ham radio emergency communication 
operations across the Northeast wound down this 
week as the ice storm disaster moved from the 
~ response to the recovery phase. Telephone service 
and electricity are being slowly restored, but in 
many areas ham radio remains a primary—and in 
some cases the only—means of communication. 
And barely more than two weeks after the initial 
disaster, New Yorkers were bracing for the 
possibility of additional severe ice storms. The 
~ §tory to date is one of a great ham radio response 
“peppered with small acts of heroism and 
dedication. 

Hams—in many cases working as ARES and 


RACES volunteers—continued to operate from 
emergency operation centers, shelters, meals 
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centers, and government offices throughout the 
region. In new York along, more than 1000 people 
are still living in shelters. ARES and RACES 
groups were cooperating with the American Red 
Cross, the Salvation Army, and government 
agencies, including the National Guard. 


Repairs to the utility infrastructure are expected 
to take months. Ice loading from the storm brought 
down utility poles (one estimate said 180,000 poles 
in New York will have to be replaced:, countless 
trees, and even steel transmission-line towers. 
Several deaths were attributed to the ice storm, and 
damage estimated ranged in the billions of dollars. 
Ham volunteers too numerous to mention mustered 
to help and many have been on the job for more 
than a week straight. Simplex and HF became the 
rule in some areas as repeaters were brought down 
by a lack of power or storm damage. Some 
repeaters were brought back up on emergency 
power. 


The initial response to the ice storm disaster 
would not have been possible without ham radio, 
according to Jim Edmonds, WA1KPG, who lives 
near Syracuse, New York. “Everything was 
knocked out,” he said. “I’ve never seen a situation 
where everything was so dependent on ham radio.” 
A Civil Air Patrol group commander, Edmonds was 
called in January 8 by CAP and soon found himself 
at the Syracuse Red Cross office, training disaster 
relief volunteers and coordinating ham radio efforts 
of behalf of the Red Cross. The first request by 
the Red Cross and the New York State Emergency 
Management office was, ‘please send us all your 
hams’,” he said. His wife, Sue, N2GNN, also 
helped out. 


Across the Empire State, other hams worked 
with Red Cross damage assessment teams. Steve 
Auyer, N2TKX, said many hams in unaffected 
parts of the state took time away from work to help 
out in the disaster areas, staying in the shelters for 
days ata time. Offers of help came from New 
York City ARES/RACES and from as far away as 
Minnesota, where residents had to deal with floods 
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and ice last year. 


ARRL PIC Viv Douglas, WA2PUU, in 
Syracuse reports that a number of hams from 
Western New York traveled from shelter to shelter 
in hard-hit Jefferson County moving out health- 
and-welfare traffic. Ham radio was even able to 
get word to a Naval officer at sea, concerned for 
the safety of his elderly mother who lived along, 
that she was safe and had been moved to a shelter. 
Edmonds told of how hams used multiple relays 
to dispatch an ambulance to an injured elderly man 
in Potsdam, New York, who had managed to get 
word to his daughter via his almost-dead cell 
phone. The whole process took ten minutes. 


Douglas said ham radio became a focal point 
in the shelters, too. “When updated condition 
reports were being given over the ham radio, people 
would run to cluster around, It became apparent 
that ham radio was the lifeline to the outside world 
for communication,” she reports. “Many watching 
asked how they could get into ham radio so it would 
be available to them during times like this. It 
became a teaching experience. As Jim Edmonds 
put it: “The guy on the street corner with the hand- 
held saved the day.” 


Husband and wife Red Cross volunteers 
Connie Morrison, NIOCE, and Paul Shapter, 
N1SWM, of Worcester, Massachusetts, just back 
from three weeks assisting in the Typhoon Paka 
recovery on Guam, were called in to help with ice 
storm relief efforts in Maine. Morrison is an 
attorney and a registered nurse, while Shapter is 
an accountant. Although her work did not involve 
disaster communication, Morrison carried along 
her dual-band H-T on both trips just in case she 
needed it. 


North of the Border, the Province of Quebec 
was especially hard hit with ice damage and power 
and telephone blackouts. “The scope of this 
emergency is beyond the meaning of the work 
‘catastrophic’, said RAC Quebec Director Daniel 
Lamoureaux, VE2ZDL. Hams in affected areas 
set up round-the-clock emergency nets and assisted 
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in the relief effort. Without Amateur Radio, “there 
is absolutely no way that many emergency and 
support activities could have taken place,” said The 
Canadian Amateur Editor Rob Ludlow, VE3 YE— 


ARRL BOARD NAMES 1997 
HUMANITARIAN AWARD WINNERS 


The ARRL Board of Directors has presented . 
the 1997 ARRL International Humanitarian Award 
to Al Burke, W3VR, and Mae Burke, W3CUL 
(SK), in recognition of their lifetime of public 
service of traffic handling “and for their unique 
dedication to this facet of Amateur Radio.” The 
action came January 16 as the Board met for its 
first meeting of the new year in Rocky Hill, 
Connecticut. 


Al Burke started handling message traffic by 
ham radio before the start of World War II. Mae 
Burke, who died last November at age 86, earned 
a historic-record of traffic handling honors over 
her lifetime handling overseas traffic for us service 
personnel, MARS, Red Cross and other emergency 
messages during the Korean, Vietnam and Cold 
War areas. Much of her civilian traffic included 
messages on behalf of disaster victims. In 1956, 
she won the fifth Edison Radio Amateur Award 
for public service. At that time, she operated daily 
in six CW nets and handled some 312,000 
messages between 1949 and 1957. The Board also 
cited both Burkes for serving as traffic handling 
mentors to others. 


KANSAS HAM CITED FOR HELPING BLIND 
BECOME HAMS 


The Kansas City Star newspaper recently 
recognized Chet Hallberg, KOTCB, of Prairie 
Village, Kansas, as a “Community Star” for his 
work over the past two decades introducing blind 
people to Amateur Radio. The paper cited Hallberg 
in its January 2, 1998, edition. According to the 
article, his efforts began after a blind machinist 
asked Hallberg’s advice about which CB radio to 
buy. Hallberg talked the man, Bery! Masters, now 
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WBOBJJ, into going for his ham ticket instead. 
That led to prominent role in the creation of the 
Kansas City Association for the Blind Amateur 
Radio Club (WAOFQL), which helps sightless 
people get their tickets and get on the air. 


This organization now has several dozen 
members who volunteer to provide communication 
during community events. Masters, now 79 and 
living in a retirement home, is still an active ham. 
He recalled how Hallberg helped him learn the code 
and study the theory for his exam: ' 

The WAOFQL club station is equipped with 
special gear to aid the sight-impaired, including 


| 5 
NAVY TRANSMITTING FACILITY TOUR 


Arrangements are being made to allow 
interested hams to tour the Navy Transmitting 
Facility (NSS Annapolis). The tentative date 
is Saturday, April 18. Check the Anne Arundel 
Radio Club home page (http://www. 
mindspring.com/~coriolis.aarc.html) for 
confirmation and more details as the date 
approaches. 


Most hams who live in the Annapolis area, 
or who have crossed the Bay Bridge on Route 
50 are familiar with the Navy’s Greenbury 
Point antenna farm from a distance, but few 
have been able to visit. 

& 

‘The Transmitting Facility area was off 
limits for security reasons until the facility went 
off the air in January, 1995. The 1,299 foot 
tower and all the lower towers are scheduled 
to be taken down over the next few years. Plans 
call for the transmitting equipment to be 
removed later this year. 


On April 18 you can tour the inside of the 
transmitter building where you will see the 
hugh hand-blown vacuum tubes, the room 
which is actually a gigantic capacitor, the hand- 
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voice-synthesized annunciators to tell the 
frequency and rotor direction. About 75% of the 
club’s members are blind. 


The beauty of Amateur Radio is that there’s no 
physical barrier to the voice context,” Hallberg is 
quoted as saying. “They can get on the air and 
hold their own with anybody. 


Hallberg, 63, and his wife Mary Joe, KOTGU, 
also are Red Cross volunteers who did duty tours 
after the Grand Forks, North Dakota, flooding in 
Guam after Typhoon Paka.—thanks to Howard 
Findlay, KOBYC and Larry Staples, WOAIB. 


other equipment which made this one of the 
world’s most powerful radio transmitters. 


Some of the operators who were 
responsible for keeping this facility on the air 
around the clock will be back to explain the - 
setup and equipment to you. John Cummings, 
N3ZCE (410 293-6903) is coordinating this 
tour with transmitter facility staff. 


Directions: Take Rt 50 toward Annapolis. 
At exit 27 follow Rt. 450 south toward the 
Naval Academy for one mile. Turn left on Rt. 
648 (at the north end of the Naval Academy 
Bridge). Stay on Rt. 648 through the signal light 
and past the Naval Academy Golf Course. At 
the empty guard house continue on for another 
half mile. The transmitter building is the large 
brick building at the end of the road. 


NOTE: Please do not attempt to visit the 
towers or transmitter facility on your own. 
Naval Academy Police do not permit public 
access to this area. 


John Cummings, N3ZCE 


DX DX DX 


By John Kanode, 
N4MM 


DXCC 2000 APPROVED 8Y ARRL BOARD 
OF DIRECTORS 


Recommendations of the DXCC 2000 
Committee were approved at the January 1998 


Annual ARRL Board of Directors meeting. The: 


new rules and criteria go into effect on March 31, 
1998. The new band awards (20, 17, 15 and 12 
meters), the DXCC Challenge and the DeSoto Cup 
will be implemented over the next few years. 
Implementation of these changes will occur in 
stages and the implementation process will be 
passed to the Membership Services Committee. 


The major changes that were made in the rules 
and criteria are the three point test for Political 
Entities or countries by reason of government or 
political division, the change from miles to 
kilometers, and the concept of counting deleted 
countries. For a political entity to be added to the 
DXCC List it must meet one of the following three 
criteria. 


A. The entity must be a UN Member State. 

B. The entity has been assigned a callsign prefix 
bloc by the ITU. 

C. The entity has a separate [ARU member society. 


For geographic separation enities the rules are 
the same except that miles have been replaced with 
kilometers. The minimum size for island entities 
must consist of connected land, of which at least 
two surface points must be separated from each 
other by not less than 100 meters measured in a 
Straight line from point to point at the high tide 
mark. 


The third major rule change is that the concept 
of deleted countries goes away. No more deleted 
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countries will be added. In the future when entities 
are taken off the list, they just go away. Those who © 
have credit for existing deleted entities will not lose _ 
them but no new ones will be added. 


The complete rules and criteria are. about 8 
pages long and way too long to print here. A new 
DXCC List is in the process of being published 
and should be available soon. If anyone wants a 
copy of the final report of the DXCC 2000 
Committee, it can be ordered from ARRL HQ. See 
the article in QST about the ARRL board meeting © 
for details. E 


The DXCC 2000 Committee goals were to. 
create objective criteria and clear rules, better 
emphasize operating ability and station 
effectiveness, encourage growth and improve 
program finances. These new rules, criteria and’. 
awards have accomplished these goals. 


a 


UPCOMING DX CONTESTS _ 


2/27-3/1 


CQ WW 160 M SSB Contest 
UBA CW Contest 2/28-3/1 
_ARRL International DX SSB | 3/7-3/8 
CQ WW WPX Contest 558 3/28-3/29 
TIDBITS 


The RSGB is offering a new award to celebrate 
100 years of Amateur Radio. Details are available 
at (http://www.pagnell.demon.co.uk/100award 
-html). LY 


For those going to the Dayton Hamvention, the 
DX and Contest Forums will not be at the HARA 
arena. They will be at the Meadowdale High 
School. Shuttle bus service will be provided. ARRL 
HQ DXCC staff will be present at Dayton to check 
QSL cards for DXCC awards. — 


Gary Dixon, K4MQG, John Kanode, N4MM 
and Chuck Hutchinson, K8CH will conduct a DX 
Forum at the Charlotte Hamfest on March 7, 1998. 
The new DXCC 2000 program will be discussed: 
Also QSL card checking for DXCC awards will 
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National Capital ARES Council Public Service Calendar 


Mar 15 St. Patrick’s Day Parade - DC - N3RPQ 

Mar 20/21 Special Olympics - VA - KC4RON 

Mar 28/2 Maryland/DC Section Convention - Timonium, MD 
Apr 11 © Cherry Blossom Parade - DC - N3RPQ 

Apr 18 Multiple Sclerosis Walkathon - Reston - KC4RON 
Apr 18 Bull Run Run - KC4RON 

Apr 19 { George Washington Parkway 15K - K3{Z 

Apr 25 EMS Mass Casualty. Drill - N4¢ZGI 

Apr 26 March of Dimes Walkathon - Leesburg - KD4DGQ 
May 15/16/17 Dayton Hamvention 

May 17 Crystal City 10K - Arlington - KD4FRK 

May 29-31 Atlantic Division Convention - Rochester, NY 

Jun 13 ARES Institute - N4ZGI 

Jun.27/28%. ARRL Field Day 

Jul 4 Ath Of July - Lee District Park - K3IZ 

Sep 19/20 Roanoke Division Convention - Virginia Beach 
Oct 3/4 ARRL Simulated Emergency Test 

Oct 25 Marine Corps Marathon - N4ZGI 

Dec 31 Alexandria First Night 


> be available at the hamfest. 


Portuguese amateurs may use the special 
prefixes of CQ98, C598, CT98 and CU98 from 
January 1 to September 30 to recognize EXPO 98. 
QSLs go via their regular CT/CU callsign. 


- There are reports of a DXpedition to 3C0, Licensed at least 25 years ago? 
Pagalu in March. It will be an all mode/band And licensed now? 
operation with emphasis on 40, 80 and 160 meters. Then you should belong fo the 
QUARTER CENTURY WIRELESS ASSOCIATION 
| For information write: 
__ New officers for the North Shenandoah DX 169 Fast lain Ave, Déot EF 
Association for 1998 are: Jon Spillman, KT4CB, Eugene, OR 97401-4017 
President Frank Conard, N45LR, Vice President htto://www.teleport.com/~acwa 


John Kanode, N4MM, Sec/Treas. L— 
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FAR Meeting I 


Minutes 


December 10, 1997 
Takoma Park, MD 


2) 
ES 


Qin ery 


FAR President, Chuck Sommer (N40OSD), 
called the meeting to order at 8:05 p.m. at Lee 
Center in Alexandria Virginia. The attendees 
introduced themselves There were 17 trustees in 
attendance representing 17 member organizations 
plus the Auto-Call editor. Present were: 


Harry Jones N4¢CWP 

Alexandria Radio Club 
Al Brown KZ3AB 

Antietam RA & MEPN 
Page Pyne WA3EOP 

Antietam RA & Cheese Hollow ARS 
John Queen KAOSEY 

Auto-Call Editor 
Donald Kirby KR3A 

Calvert Amateur Radio Society 
Steven Urguiza N3IDX 

Calvert Amateur Radio Society 
Sterrett Carter KF4MBE 

Capitol Hill Amateur Radio Club 
Chip Weems W4PBG 

Historical Electronics Museum ARC 
Phil Hayden N3YPG 

Kent Island Amateur Radio Club 
Mike Holland N3YGU 

Federal City REACT Amateur Radio Club 
Lenny Schachter N3RPQ 

Natl Cap ARES Cncl & MADRAS 
Jeanne Rexroad N4GZI 
Natl Cap ARES Cncl & Mt Vernon 

Tim Dugan KA3Y YP 

MD/DC MARS Assoc 
Chuck Sommer N40SD 

PG Co RACES/ARES 
Wayne A. Koehler KE4PMS 

Shenandoah Valley Amateur Radio Club 
Bul Kamm KC4VXH 

Vienna Wireless Society 
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Hugh Katz KB3TB ft 
Voice of America Amateur Radio Club 

John Wood WASIPR 
Voice of America Amateur Radio Club 


Secretary’s Report - The December minutes 
were approved as mailed out by secretary Al Brown 
(KZ3AB) with one correction noted. The 


correction was John Queen’s call sign was changed 
from WA@SEY to KA@SEY. (Editor’s note: thank — 


you...) 


Charles Johnson (N3HFO) was absent so there 


was no Treasurer’s Report. 


Auto-Call - John Queen (KA@SEY) was 
present and indicated that the list of new 
subscribers in honor of Ethel Smith will be posted 
in the next issue (February issue - Ed). Also note 
that the local area net listing was published in a 
pull-out centerfold in the January issue. 


Survivor’s Assistance - no report. 
Scholarship Committee - no report. 
ARRL Report — no report. 


FARFest — FARFest '98 Chairman Al Brown 
(KZ3AB) announced that Everyone interested in 
joining the FARFest '98 Committee is invited to a 
meeting to be held at his QTH on Tuesday, January 
20 at 7:30 pm. Talk-in will be on 146.550 MHZ. 


Directions are: Take I-95 to exit 35B, MD-216. 


W; MD-216 west to first traffic light; turn left; go 
to stop sign at the top of hill; turn left; go 400 yards 


to first street on right (Tower Drive); 4th house on 
the left on Tower Drive. The number is 8645. 


Lasagna and soft drinks will be served. RSVP. 


It was also noted that the Montgomery County. 


Fairgrounds Association has, again, increased the 
cost by another $2,000+. So, the cost to hold 
FARFest at the Gaithersburg Fairgrounds will 
exceed $12,000 this year. We need to seriously 
discuss an alternative location. 


An application to join FAR was submitted by. 
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the Cheese Hollow Amateur Radio Club, CHARS, 
(W3HAM) in Smithsburg, Maryland. The 
application was approved. Trustee, Page Pyne 
(WA3EOP) was also approved. 


NCAC’s Request for Funding: The HF rig 
(approved at the last meeting) was purchased and 
turned over to George (KR4MU) for placement at 
NWS in Sterling Virginia. 


The purchase of a second unit required for a 
portable 50 watt repeater was voted on and 
approved. 


A motion was made and passed to financially 
support the next ARES Institute training session 
up to $500. See “Announcements” below for 
details. 


Announcements: 


The Hamfest in Richmond VA will be held on 
January 18. There will be *no* testing. 


A special event station will be set up at Mount 
Vernon on February 14-15 to commemorate 
George Washington’s birthday. Volunteers are need 
for the GW Parade in Alexandria on February 16. 
Contact: Jeanne Rexroad (N4GZ]I) 


The ARES training session on January 10 had 
64 attendees. The next ARES Institute training 
session will be held on June 13, 1998 at the 
American Red Cross Headquarters in Falls Church, 
VA. The cost is $10 and includes a catered lunch 
onsite. 


For reservations, contact Lenny Schachter 
(N3RPQ) at +1 202 291 2189. Make checks 
payable to: “NCAC” and mail them to Lenny at: 
1811 Quincy St. NW, Washington, DC 20011. 


The Historical Electronics Museum ARC will 
hold an Advanced and Extra Class training course 
every Wednesday evening 6:30 - 9:30 pm 
beginning February 11 at the Museum. ‘For info, 
contact Rol Anders (K3RA) at 410-796-4792. The 
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cost is free. 


HEMARC also operated special event station 
W2W on Pearl Harbor Day, December 7th. They 
made 650 contacts. 


The Maryland Mobileers will have their 
hamfest on January 25 at the Odenton Fire Station 
in Odenton Maryland. Take MD Rte 32 East from 
the Baltimore-Washington Parkway to the Odenton 
exit. The Fire Station is Q mile on the right. 


Finally, MADRAS will be working with a 
Scout group in Kensington, MD on their “Radio 
Merit Badges.” 


A motion to adjourn was entertained and passed 
at 8:35 pm. 


The next meeting will be held at Columbia 
Union College in Takoma Park, MD. See Auto- 
Call magazine for directions. 

Respectfully submitted, 
E. Allen Brown, KZ3AB - ZF2AB 


Recording Secretary 
Foundation for Amateur Radio 


Chapter X 


Pad 


a MR Sectety <i> 
af Wereless Preucers 


THE INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION 
OF PROFESSIONAL RADIO TELEGRAPHERS 


For Information Call 
(703) 536-9537 


Amateur 
Radio 
Training 


John Forrest WZ4A 


6111 Burnett St., Alexandria, VA 22310 


(703)97 11-3905 


Please send announcements for training classes and club training contacts to WZ4A at the 
above address. Deadline is the 25th of the 2nd month prior to the Auto Call publication date 
(e.g., 25 December for the February issue). 


Alexandria RC 

Anne Arundel RC 
Arlington ARC 
Antietam Radio Assn. 
BRATS (Baltimore) 
Baltimore ARC 
Central MD ARC 
Dulles ARG 

Fauquier ARC 
Frederick ARC 
Historical Electronics ARC 
Laurel ARC 
Mid-Atlantic DX Assn. 
Madras 

MD Mobileers ARC 
Montgomery ARC 
Mt. Vernon ARC 
NASA/Goddard ARC 
Ole VA Hams ARC 
Pentagon ARC 

St. Marys Co. ARC 
Shenandoah Val ARC 
Southern MD ARC 
Southern Pax ARC 
Stafford Adult Ed 
Sterling Park ARC 
Tri-County ARC 
Vienna Wireless 
Woodbridge Wireless 
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Club Training Contacts 


Rich Adamy KA4GFY 
Tony Young WA3YLO 
Mike Callaham NW3V~* 
Robert Long KD3JK 
Joe Chidester W3SHZ 


HAM-TALK, BARC Voice Mail 


Jim Tilton KD3JA 
Michael Weber WB8RDN 
Neil Spokes AB4YK 

Hal Silverman W3HWC 
Rol Anders K3RA 

Pud Reaver W3YD 
Michael Vaia, WB8VBW 
Larry Ziecheck, N3GKZ 
Bruce Colburn AA3KR 
Rocky Jones KC4UXO 
John Forrest WZ4A 

Vikki Gigante KA3PVS 
Charles Dale WA4YGI 
David Boyd K9MX 

Peter Butt WA3UMY 
Godfrey Miller N83GM 
Vic Curtis WA3 YUV 
Dwayne Kincaid WD80YG 
Jerry Mullinix AC4HK 
Forrest Snyder N4UTY 
John Creel WB3GXW 
Kerry Kingham, WA4BQM 
Jim Duffey WD4AIR 
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(703) 644-3920 
(301) 262-1917 
(703) 241-5618 
(301) 824-5132 
(410) 602-0353 


(410) HAM-TALK x3835 


(301) 552-0012 
(703) 450-2304 
(540) 364-3861 
(301) 831-7946 
(410) 969-0410 
(301) 498-6293 
(301) 738-3861 
(301) 984-6113 
(410) 437-1891 
(301) 216-5210 
(703) 971-3905 
(301) 249-2609 


(703) 361-3091. 


(540) 659-6241 
(301) 862-2214 


(540) 877-2607 © 
(301) 888-1388 


(410) 586-2177 
(540) 659-3905 
(703) 430-4149 
(301) 572-5124 
(703) 691-2719 
(703) 491-3170 
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The Foundation For Amateur Radio, Inc. 


Washing lor, DE 


Voluniee iS JOHN FORREST WZ4A 
Examiner Aan ee | 
Cooperative (703) 971-3905 


* Effective July 1, 1998, the General Class written exam question pool (Element 3b) will change. All 
books and study materials not based on this new pool will be obsolete after that date. Be sure to use 
study materials appropriate for the current question pool. 


* Effective January 1, 1998, the maximum FCC authorized exam fee is $6.39. 


1998 Schedule of Examinations 


Landover, MD - DCMARC (ARRL VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Freddie Battle NG3G (202)546-9348 Day 


Elkins, WV - (Mountain ARC VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Walter Corley KF8SX (304)637-0506 


Middletown, VA - Winchester ARS (ARRL VEC) Waik-In 
Contact: Alan Moeck WA2RPX (540)869-1117 
Gregory Lanham KU4AN (540)722-4792 KUAN @visuallink.com 


Alexandria, VA - Mt. Vernon ARC (Laurel VEC) Walk-In Contact: Frank | 
Mackey K4EC (703)455-1510 


Davidsonville, MD - Anne Arundel Radio Club (Laurel VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Bob Israel WC3I (301)262-5083 


. Manchester, MD - Hanover Area Hamming Assn. (ARRL VEC) Pre- 
Registration Preferred - Walk-Ins Accepted 
Contact: Ed Davis KE2FN (410)239-8488 


~ March 1998 lee AUTOS CALL Page 19 


Laurel, MD - Laurel ARC (Laurel VEC) Pre-Registration Desirable, 
a Limited Walk-In 
Contact: John Creel WB3GXW (301)572-5124 after 6 PM 


Glen Burnie, MD - Maryland Mobileers ARC ( Laurel VEC) 
Pre-Registration Requested - Limited Walk-In 
Contact: Jerry Gavin NU3D (410)761-1423 


Timonium, MD (Hamfest) - Hanover Area Hamming Assn. | i 
(ARRL VEC) Pre-Registration Preferred - Walk-Ins Accepted 
Contact: Bill Dobson N3WD. (410)HAM-FEST 


Culpeper, VA - Unknown Sponsor (ARRL VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: John Berry AF4CY (540)543-2580 


Landover, MD - DCMARC (WS5YI VEC) Walk-In - 
Contact: Freddie Battle NG3G (202)546-9348 Day 


Alexandria, VA - Mt. Vernon ARC (Laurel VEC) Walk-In - 
Contact: Frank Mackey K4EC (703)455-1510 


Davidsonville, MD - Anne Arundel Radio Club (Laurel VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Bob Israel WC3I (301)262-5083 


Cumberland, MD - (Mountain ARC VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Leo Patterson KQ8E (304)289-3576 
Gay Rembold W3DFW (301)724-0674 


Towson, MD - Baltimore ARC (ARRL VEC) Pre-Registration Preférred, 
Walk-Ins Accepted, Contact: Bill Dobson N3WD (410)HAM-TALK 


Don't forget to bring your license when upgrading! 
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Fredericksburg, VA - Fredericksburg VE Team (ARRL VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Carolyn Cavanagh AC4SK (540)373-7076 


Laurel, MD - Laurel ARC (Laurel VEC) 
Pre-Registration Desirable, Limited Walk-In. 
Contact: John Creel WB3GXW (301)572-5124 after 6 PM 


Annapolis, MD - Maryland Mobileers ARC (Laurel VEC) 
Pre-Registration Requested - Limited Walk-In 
Contact: Lois Turner KA3VVQ (410)647-4178 


Hagerstown, MD - Antietam Radio Assn (ARRL VEC) 
Pre-Registration Suggested - Limited Walk-Ins 
Contact: Bob Long KD3JK (301)824-5132, rjlong@erols.com 


Landover, MD - DCMARC (ARRL VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Freddie Battle NG3G (202)546-9348 Day 


Elkins, WV - (Mountain ARC VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Walter Corley KF8SX (304)637-0506 


Hagerstown, MD - Antietam ARA (Hamfest)(Mount.ARC VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Gay Rembold W3DFW (301)724-0674 
Fred Wetzel W4KRT (540)678-0394 


Warrenton, VA - Fauquier ARA (ARRL VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Neil Spokes AB4YK_ (540)363-3861 


Alexandria, VA - Mt. Vernon ARC (Laurel VEC) Walk-In Contact: Frank 
Mackey K4EC (703)455-1510 3 


Davidsonville, MD - Anne Arundel Radio Club (Laurel VEC) Walk-In 
/ | -Contact: Bob Israel. WC3I (301)262-5083 


Don't forget to bring your license when upgrading!! 
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Middletown, VA - Winchester ARS (ARRL VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Alan Moeck WA2RPX (540)869-1117 
Gregory Lanham KU4AN (540)722-4792 KUAN @visuallink.com 


Laurel, MD - Laurel ARC (Laurel VEC) 
Pre-Registration Desirable, Limited Walk-In 
Contact: John Creel WB3GXW. (301)572-5124 after 6 PM 


Manchester, MD - Hanover Area Hamming Assn. (ARRL VEC) 
Pre-Registration Preferred - Walk-Ins Accepted 
Contact: Ed Davis KE2FN (410)239-8488 


Winchester, VA - Shenandoah Valley ARC (Mountain ARC VEC) 
Walk-In. Contact: Fred Wetzel W4KRT (540)678-0394 


Glen Burnie, MD - Maryland Mobileers ARC (Laurel VEC) | 
Pre-Registration Requested - Limited Walk-In 
Contact: Jerry Gavin NU3D (410)761-1423 


Landover, MD - DCMARC (W5YI VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Freddie Battle NG3G (202)546-9348 Day 


Annapolis, MD - Maryland Mobileers ARC (Laurel VEC) 
Pre-Registration Requested - Limited Walk-In 
Contact: Lois Turner KA3VVQ (410)647-4178 


Alexandria, VA. - Mt. Vernon ARC (Laurel VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Frank Mackey K4EC (703)455-1510 


Davidsonville, MD - Anne Arundel Radio Club (Laurel VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Bob Israel WC3I (301)262-5083 


Cumberland, MD - (Mountain ARC VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Leo Patterson KQ8E (304)289-3576 
Gay Rembold W3DFW_ (301)724-0674 
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Middletown, VA - Winchester ARS (ARRL VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Alan Moeck WA2RPX (540)869-1117 
Gregory Lanham KU4AN (540)722-4792 


Towson, MD - Baltimore ARC (ARRL VEC) Pre-Registration Preferred, 
Walk-Ins Accepted 
Contact: Bill Dobson N3WD (410)HAM-TALK 


TRAINING CLASSES 


NOVICE/TECHNICIAN COURSE: The Fauquier Amateur Radio Association will offer a 
preparation course for the FCC Novice/Technician/Technician Plus licenses in Warrenton, VA. 
The course will be from 7 to 10 PM on 8 Thursday evenings starting on 26 February 1998. 
There is no course fee, however donations will be accepted to help defray costs. The course 


text will cost each participant approximately $20. For information and registration contact: 
Neil Spokes, AB4YK at (540)364-3861. 


GENERAL CLASS UPGRADE COURSE: The Montgomery Amateur Radio Club will 
present an upgrade course for the General class license beginning March 5, 1998. Both theory 
and Morse code (from 5 wpm to 13 wpm) will be offered. The course will be held at Gaithersburg 
High School in Gaithersburg, MD. Classes will be held each Thursday from 7:00 until 9:00 PM 
beginning March 5 and ending with exams on April 23. There is no charge for the course; 
however, students will be required to provide their own study manuals. For more information 
or to sign up, call Rocky at 301-216-5210 or Peggy at 301-330-0027. 


GENERAL CLASS LICENSE TRAINING CLASS: CMARC will offer a weekly General 
Class training class starting 14 March 1998. The class will be held from 9:30 AM to Noon on 
Saturdays in the Greenbelt/New Carrollton, MD area. Both Morse code and amateur radio 
theory will be covered. The code class assumes that students can already receive at 5 wpm. 
The class is free; however, students will be required to purchase study materials costing 
approximately $20. Pre-registration is required. For location and registration, contact Jim 
Tilton KD3JA at (301)5520012 or jctilton@erols.com. 


ELMER COURSE: The Mt.Vernon Amateur Radio Club will present an Elmer Course to 
help new hams become more proficient in the hobby by transitioning from license exam study 
to station building and actual amateur operation. If you have questions, problems, or are feeling 
left out of the amateur radio community, perhaps we can help. The course will meet from 
10:30AM to 2:00PM on the fourth Saturday of each month from January thru December at the 
Mt. Vernon Government Center on Parkers Lane in the Mt. Vernon area of Alexandria, VA. For 
information contact: Frank Lempicki, AA4ZS at (703)971-9304 or Chuck Haser, W3HSW at 
(703)660-6623. 
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RULES FOR SUBMISSIONS TO THE FAR VOLUNTEER EXAMINER COOPERATIVE: 
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Volunteer 
Examiner 
ar Cooperative 
EXAM FEES: 


* Check for appropriate exam fee. Fees and modes of payment 
for individual VECs and exam teams may vary. 

* ARRL VEC exams cost $6.35 

* Laurel VEC exams are free 

* Mountain VEC exams are free 

* W5YI VEC exams cost $6.35 


BRING TO EXAM: 


* Picture identification 
* Completed FCC form 610 (most VE teams will supply at exam) 
* Original and a copy of current FCC amateur radio license 
* Originals and copies of all active certificates of 
successful completion of prior exams 
* Exam fee (check or cash depending on VE team) 


“GRANDFATHER” CREDIT FOR ELEMENT 3B (GENERAL WRITTEN): 


* If you presently hold a Technician class license which was 
first issued prior to March 21, 1987, you may be 
grandfathered for Element 3B (General class written exam) 
by presenting the original and a copy of the license dated 
prior to March 21, 1987 to the VE team. It is your 
responsibility to prove that you are entitled to 
grandfathering. Do not lose your original license! 


. All submissions must be in writing 

. Date and day of week must be specified for each exam date 
Point of contact and phone number must be specified 

. Sponsor and location must be specified 

VEC must be specified 

. Exam dates up to 12 months in advance will be accepted 

. Deadline for submission is 25th of the 2nd month prior to 
publication date (e.g., January 25 for March issue) 
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Amateur Radio 
Research and 
Development 
Corporation 


AMRAL 


Mailing Address: PO Drawer 6148, McLean, 
VA 22106. 
Web Site: http://www.amrad.org/ 
Email: Randy Mays, WA6VFC, randy 
@pobox.com. 

| Repeater: 147.81/147.21 MHz Tysons 
Corner Satellite: AO-27 145.85/436.8 MHz 


Richard B. Engelman, N4COP, will be the 
featured speaker at 1930 on Thursday, March 12 
at the Dolley Madison Branch Library, McLean, 
VA. His topic will be “IMT-2000, a Technology 
Garden.” 


Rick is Chief, Planning & Negotiations 
Division, International Bureau, FCC. He has just 
completed his work as convener of US Task Group 
8/1 (IMT-2000, formerly Future Public Land 
Mobile Telecommunications Systems) and turned 
it over to a colleague. In this position, he has been 
responsible for the US inputs to the technologies 
and standards that have been adopted by the 
International Telecommunication Union 
Radiocommunication Task Group 8/1 and has been 
first-hand witness to inputs of other industrialized 
countries. 


73, Paul, W4RI 


WORLDWIDE DISTRIBUTION 


14803 Build America Drive, Bldg B 
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Calvert 
Amateur Radio 
Association 


Meetings: Fourth Monday monthly at 7:30 
PM. Mt. Hope Community Center at Rt. 2 and 


| Pushaw Station Road. 
Net: Tuesday at 7:30 PM on the W3ZNW 
repeater. 

| Repeater: 146.985 (-) the W3ZNW repeater 
Information: Dennis Bowling/N3QHC at | 
(301) 855-8346. Web: dbowling @erols.com. 


There were 14 members attending our January 
meeting. Everyone was very pleased with last 
month’s Christmas Party. Thanks to the great 
efforts of Diane Dickey/N3ZIZ and Deborah 
Hempling/N3PZI. 


The highlight of January’s meeting was 
presentation by Mark Bailey/KD4D on contesting. 
Mark and others demonstrated many of the do’s 
and don’ts to be heard by other competing stations. 
Mark finished his discussion with a very 
informative question and answer session. 


The following officers were elected and took 
their positions this month: 


PRESIDENT: Don Kirby/KR3A 

VICE PRESIDENT: Diane Dickey/N3ZIZ 
SECRETARY: Dennis Bowling/N3QHC 
TREASURER: Steve Urquiza/N3IDX 


We are currently working on plans for Field 
Day this year. Jack Mundy/AB4FO is checking to 
see if we can get King’s Landing Park in 
Huntingtown again for the third year. Once we 
reserve a place for Field Day, we encourage 
everyone with interest in ham radio to stop by and 
visit with us. Confirmation and further information 
about our Field Day will be forthcoming. 


Our Tuesday night nets are averaging about ten 
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check-ins per week. Our breakfast’s, held the 2nd 
Saturday monthly and are doing extremely well 
with 20+ showing up. We strongly encourage all 
hams to check-in to our net. And for anyone 
interested in ham radio to come out and have 
breakfast with Calvert County Amateur Radio 
Association members. We move the location of 
breakfast to various restaurants in Calvert County 
every month. February’s breakfast was held at 
Ponderosa in Prince Frederick. 


Woody/W3ZNW reported that 6 members 
checked in the RACES drill earlier this month. 


Capital City 
Amateur Radio 
Society 


Meetings: 3rd Saturday of each month at 1200 
hours at the Woodridge Public Library, 18th 
and Rhode Island Ave, N.E., Washington, D.C. 
Visitors welcome. 

Repeater: W3EIL 144.51/145.11 MHz, open. 
Nets: Regular net Wednesday at 2000 hrs, 
RTTY net Thursdays 2100 hrs, voice portion 
2145 hrs, all on 145.110. 

Mailing Address: CCARS, 1719 Franklin 
Street, N.E. Washington, DC 20018-2033. 
Information: Steve, W3ETX, (202) 526-1329 
or Chester, W3EIL (202) 529-9598, Joe 
K3UAL (301) 773-5074 EMail K3UAL 
@Juno.com. 


Joe K3UAL enjoyed a auto trip south with his 
XYL in December. The two visited and worked 
hams in Jacksonville, Fla., Titusville, Fla,. Jupiter, 
Fla. and Ft. Lauderdale, Fla. While in Jupiter, Fla. 
Joe was able to check in the Sunday morning 
OMIK 20m Net and worked WB3KIC. Jeanne and 
Joe K3UAL were entertained at the home of Bob 
KBIHC and Annette Voss in Ft. Lauderdale, Fla. 
Joe and Bob have carried on a schedule on 20m 
and 15m daily for three years. 


CCARS is conducting a class for prospective 
hams and those who wish to up-grade their license. 
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The class meets at the MPD Youth Division 17th 
and Rhode Island Avenue, N.E. Washington. D.C., 
Ist, 2nd, and 4th Saturdays from 11:00 am to 2:00 
pm. This class is progressing well. New classes 
will be forming in the spring. 


The CCARS 19th Anniversary Dinner Party 
will be held at Ft. McNair Officers Club, 6:00 pm, 
February 18, 1998. The Dinner held in the beautiful 
McNair Room at the Army War College Officers 
Club. A program with dinner and dancing will 
entertain guest and members of the Capital City 
Amateur Radio Society. 


Sharyn KA3DOF has been in the hospital, she 
will be resting in a convalescent home for three 
weeks. Address all amenities to her home address. 
Reporting at our last club meeting, our Repeater 
Technician Steve W3ETX the club is up and 
running in good order. 


We had a wonderful turn out at the January 
meeting. The well prepared and accepted coalition 
was hosted by Harold N3DTZ and Juanita 
Hammock N3NQC. 

73's, Joe; K3UAU 


Carroll County 
Amateur Radio 
Emergency Team 
& Radio Club 


Address: Carroll County Amateur Radio Club 
P.O. Box 2099, Westminster, MD 21158. 
Repeaters: 2M: 145.410-, 70cm: 449.875, | 
6M: 53.090. 

BBS: 145.03 & 446.075. 

Nets: Tuesdays 8:30 p.m. local CARET Net 
145.410-. Wednesdays: 8:00 p.m. local, Mason 
Dixon Swap Net 145.410-. 
Club Meetings: Business meeting Second 
Monday of the month at the EOC in 
Wesmnister. 7:30 p.m. local, talk-in: 145.410- 
Program meeting: Last Wednesday of the 
month at the EOC in Wesmnister. 7:30 p.m. 
local, talk-in: 145.410-. 


March 1998 


El Nino seems to be effecting our winter 


weather. This January has sure been interesting. | 


There have been cold days with ice-and snow, then 
the weather became spring like with mild 
temperatures and plenty of rain. What will February 
be like? Aré you prepared? Could we get an ice 
storm like the North East had which knocked out 
power for days? There was a discussion about what 
constitutes emergency power on a recent CARET 
~ net. Could you communicate after 3 days without 
commercial power? 


In the Section News of this month’s issue of 
QST, one. half of the Maryland/DC column had 
mention of the Carroll County ARES activities. It 
was great to see our work noted in a national 
publication. From another publication, the ARRL 
Field Forum, there is an interesting article on Ham 
Radio and Search and Rescue. From that article, 
these tips for the HAM who wants to become 
involved with a Search and Rescue (SAR) team 
were listed: “Visit your local outfitter for severe 
weather wear. Obtain a first aid kit and skills. Your 
local Red Cross provides training. Learn back 
country and survival skills, Most importantly, if 
you are going to be involved in the search and 
rescue of disaster victims, your don’t want to 
become a victim yourself!” 


A new member of the club, Glen N3USP, is 
involved with SAR. The Saturday evening that 
we had snow, he was camping in the Catoctin 
National Forest. He used his J-Pole kit to test 
communication through the K3PZN repeater. In 
his own way, simulating a SAR situation. At this 
coming club meeting, he wants to share his 
experiences. 


Congratulations to Jeannine, now KB3CAW. 
After many attempts at taking the tests, she now 
has her own identity. Also, a warm welcome to all 
of the new HAMS coming up on the .41 repeater. 


Did you catch the VHF contest? It was fun to 
hear Carroll County come alive on Sunday 
afternoon. Speaking of contests and events - there 
is plenty of activity coming up this year for club 
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members to participate. It sure would be nice to 
see new faces having fun with the usual faces. 


73 de WX3F 


Central Maryland 
Amateur Radio Club 


Meetings: 4th Friday of the month at 7:30pm, | 
| at the Doctors Community Hospital, 8118 
| Good Luck Road, Lanham, MD (no meeting | 
in December). Enter in the Outpatient | 
| Testing entrance across from the Emergency | 
Room entrance behind the main building. | 
Take the elevator to the 5th floor and exit left, | 
the meeting room (DSE Room) is on the right. | 
Repeater: N3EZD/R 145.230 Mhz. Users 
must transmit a 110.9 Hz CTCSS Tone for full | 
| area coverage. No tone necessary for local | 
| coverage. : 
| Net: Every Tuesday, 9:30pm, 145.230 MHz | 
repeater. 
Mailing Address: Central Maryland Amateur 
Radio Club, P. O. Box 788, Greenbelt, MD 
20768-0788. 
Information: Jim Tilton, Pres. - KD3JA, (301) 
552-0012.) 
| Web Page: http://www.erols.com/jctilton/ | 
: cmarc/. : 


CMARC will be offering a weekly General 
Class License Training Class starting on March 
14th. The class will be held from 9:30 am to i2 
Noon on Saturday mornings at a TBA location in 
the Greenbelt/New Carrollton, MD area. Both 
Morse Code and Amateur Radio theory and 
regulation will be covered. The Morse Code class 
will assume students already can receive Morse 
Code at 5 wpm. Preregistration is required - to 
preregister call Jim/KD3JA at (301) 552-0012 or 
send e-mail to jctilton @erols.com. The class is free, 
but students will. be required to purchase study 
materials costing approximately $20.00. 
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January Meeting 


CMARC regular January meeting was held at 
Doctors Community Hospital on January 23rd. 
Programs for upcoming meetings were discussed, 
including an AMSAT presentation, a electronics 
project (the HT-CW kit discussed in the July 1997 
QST), a packet radio demonstration and an APRS 
demonstration. See the club’s web page for the 
latest information on meeting programs. 


- 73 de Jim/KD3JA 


pa Columbia 
<<< Amateur Radio 


e Association 


Club meeting: 4th Tuesday of the month at 
7:30 p.m., at the Bethany United Methodist 
Church, Bethany Lane, Ellicott City. 

Net: 147.135 repeater at 8:30 p.m. each 
Tuesday except for meeting nights. 
Repeaters: 147.735/147.135 (cross-linked to 
| 222.32/223.92); 147.990/147.390 (autopatch & 
| direct dial 911); 222.32/223.92 (cross-linked 
| to 147.735/147.135); 443.275/448.275, and 
| 444.475/449.475 (autopatch & direct dial 911). 
Information: Bob Scarburgh, Pres - KC3EV, 
(410) 465-2421. . 

Mailing: P.O. Box 911, Columbia, MD 21044 


COLUMBIA AMATEUR RADIO 
ASSOCIATION LOSES FOUNDING MEMBER 


Her name was Rose Aun Barbarite, but we all 
knew her as Tex — W3FUS. We in the Columbia 
Amateur Radio Association are deeply sorrowed 
to report that on January 3, she succumbed to a 
lengthy illness. 


It may seem ironic that she, a non-smoker, died 
of a disease — lung cancer — that most of us 
associate with smoking. But hers was a life full of 
the unexpected, the surprising, the unconventional. 
She was the first female engineer hired by RCA 
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— perhaps the first female broadcast engineer ever. 
hired by a major network. 


Unlike many women, particularly of her 
generation, she was not drawn into Amateur Radio 
by a ham-crazy mate. Quite the contrary, Larry 
Russo, K3TFU, who along with Tex was a 
founding member of CARA, joked that it was a 
real role reversal: “We had to sneak in her house 
when her husband wasn’t around to drill holes for 
antennas.” 


After she retired, at a time of life when many 
of us just want to take it easy and enjoy the creature © 
comforts, she joined the Peace Corps and served 


- in Belize, keeping regular scheds with CARA 


members during her absence. 


She kept her wry sense of humor to the last. 
When CARA members were visiting her in the 
hospital and a nurse would enter the room, she 
would say, “Tell the nurse what my name is” and 
enjoy the bewildered look on the nurse’s face when 


~ we dutifully replied “Tex.” 


Even in her hour of need she was fiercely 
independent and it was like pulling teeth to get her 
to let anyone help her out, driving her to 
appointments, picking up groceries and medicines, 
and the like. 


In her more than 25 years with CARA after 
helping found the club, she did a tremendous 
amount of work for the organization, always there 
when she was needed. Most recently she was 
deeply involved with CARA’s youth education 
program, where a team of CARA members teaches. 
licensing classes to students in one of Howard 
County’s middle schools. 


All of us who knew her keenly feel the loss of 
this very special woman. We will miss her greatly. 


Melinda Massi, N3KIB 
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Dulles 
Amateur 
Radio Group 


| On-the-air meeting: Tuesdays at 8:00PM on | 
the Dulles Airport repeater: N4FSC 145.3 10- 
_ Mail: Dulles Amateur Radio Group, P.O. Box 
5073, Herndon, VA 20172-1964 
Home Page: http://www.geocities.com/ 
Silicon Valley/Way/8873 
| Email: dulles_arg@ geocities.com 
E Club callsign: W4DLS 
Information: Mike Weber, WB8RDN, 7103- 
450-2304. 


_ The Dulles Amateur Radio.Group (DARG) is 
a family-oriented ham radio club affiliated with 
the N4FSC repeater in Dulles, VA. Membership 
is open to all, and the club holds several social and 
operating events each year.. Dues are $20/yr for 
your entire family; members have access to the 
repeater’s autopatch, and dues include a | year 
subscription or renewal to AutoCall. All area hams 
are warmly invited to join our information net on 
Tuesday evenings at 8:00 pm on the N4FSC 
repeater, 145.310-. 


In mid January, DARG received an invitation 
from Loudoun Hospital Center to join their 
Emergency Preparedness/Disaster Committee 
which DARG has accepted. Loudoun Hospital 
move veteran John Foote W3GX has stepped 
forward to be the DARG representative to this 
important Loudoun County public service function. 
We all look forward to updates from John as to 
how amateur radio can continue to support the 
community.and Hospital. 


~ DARG runs a Net on Tuesdays at 2000 local 
on the N4FSC repeater (145.31-). All Amateurs 
are invited to join in. We have a consistent group 
of check ins with a few variations each week. 
During the Net, pertinent information is passed as 
traffic, keeping us up to date in our corner of the 
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world. Afterwards, a roundtable discussion is 
opened for general questions and 
comments...ranging this month from the nature of 
packet operations to discussing various antenna 
systems and connectors. 


We are keeping our ears tuned for.the results 
of KE4FYL and his construction of the phased 
array ground planes featured.in the January QST. 
Keep the soldering iron hot Allon! Hope to hear 
you on Tuesdays at 2000! 


The next DARG exam session will be in the 
April/May time frame when details are finalized. 


- Anew DARG Field Day site search is on. If you 


have suggestions, please pass them along on the: 
Tuesday 8 PM DARG net. 


73, de Mike, N4PDY 


Fauquier 
Amateur Radio 
Association 


Meeting: 7:30 p.m., Second Thursday of the. | 
month except July, August and December. | 
Crestar Bank, Warrenton Ctr, Warrenton VA. | 
Breakfast: Last Saturday of the month at | 
| Western Sizzlin Warrenton VA 8:00-9:30a.m._ | 
Net;Every Wednesday, 9:00 p.m, 147.165 Mhz. | 
| NZAN Repeater 


Packet: KE4Y VU FARA7 node 145.070 Mhz. | 
with direct connect to FBBS9, FBBS9 Bulletin | 
Board 145.090 Mhz, FARA9 node 145.090 | 
Mhz. 

Repeater: NZ4N/R 147.165 Mhz (+0.600). | 
Newsletter: TOROID, Monthly. Deadline for | 


submissions: 20th of the month. Contact | 
Bonnie, n4qpb@mnsinc.com. 

Info: Chuck Gould, N4YXW 703-347-0112. 
FARA, PO Box 752, Warrenton VA 20187 
Web: http:/Avww.mnsinc.com/ki4ro/fara.htm. 
Next meeting: March 12. 


The Meeting came to order at 7:30 p.m. and 
there were 16 members present. 
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Duffy, KD6RNE, volunteered to print the 
certificates for the 1998 Marine Corps Marathon. 
Bonnie, N4QPB is the coordinator for this years 
dressage. In addition to the work that the club did 
last year, we will also be selling programs and 
assisting to park cars. The Dressage will be on the 
Saturday and Sunday of Memorial Day Weekend 
(May 25). 


There will be a mass casualty drill at the Nissan 
Pavilion on April 25th. 


This was also the last meeting for the Behee 
family. We thank them for all that they have done 
for the club and wish them the best of luck for 
1998. 


Some time in April the club will be going to 
visit the FAA control center in Herndon. We will 
meet at the Crestar Bank and then depart in caravan 
style. Please dress nicely (polo shirt and jeans are 
OK) as the guys at the center have not met anyone 


from the ham community and we want to make a - 


good impression. John, KI4RO will come up with 
the details later on. 


The Committee Chairmen this year are: © 


Bonnie, N4QPB: Dressage 

John, KI4RO: Web page 

Bill, W4NFR: Voice, Repeater 

Don, WY2V: ARES 

Education/Training Organization: Neil, AB4YK 


Chuck, N4YXW gave a presentation on 900 
Mhz Spread-Spectrum radio deign this month. 


The Meeting adjoined at 9:00 p.m. 
Until next month..... 
oo 


Craig Heffner, KF4NYZ 
Secretary, FARA 
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Green Mountain 
Repeater 
Association 


Repeaters: *146.61 Cheverly, * 146. ee 
Greenbelt. *(Autopatch). 

Information: Don Tinari, W3RYQ, (301) 
262-7062. 

Mail: P.O. Box 523, Bowie, MD. 20718. 
E-mail: mgreen @erols.com. 

Socials: Luncheon, Ist Saturday of each 
month at 11:30 A.M., Laurel Centre Indoor | 
Mall Eatery. 

Nets: 146.88 - Old Gent's Net, 9:30 A.M. and | 
6:30 P.M. every day. Washington Adventist | 
Amateur Radio Association Net, every 
Thursday at 9:30 P.M. 


EMAIL GOES TO GMRA MEMBER IN. 
ANTARCTICA: 


In December aGMRA Email message was sent 
to all participating members to test the validity of 
our master address listing. To our surprise, a reply 
was received from one of our members in 
Antarctica! It seems he was on TDY and the 
message found it’s way to him. “Tis a very small 
world we live in.” 


UP AGAIN, DOWN AGAIN: 


The recently installed “talking S meter” on the 
88 repeater has been temporarily removed. The 
associated preamplifier was causing noise to enter 
the repeater’s receiver, affecting its sensitivity. It’s 


a great feature for our membership and our ~~ 
Technical Committee hopes to have it back in 


operation as soon as possible 
MOTOROLA CIRCA 1971: 


The Motorola equipment that served GMRA 
during the period 1971-1996 was removed from 
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both sites, providing additional space and ending 
an era. The 61 equipment has a long history of short 
travel. Originally installed in your editor’s 
residence, it was subsequently relocated to the 
present site. A few years later, an opportunity 
presented itself to place the equipment and 
antennas on top of the now razed PG Hospital 
Nurse’s quarters. Shortly thereafter the equipment 
and' antennas found itself on top of the hospital 
itself. It was finally returned to the present site due 
to exclusive use of the hospital for law enforcement 
communications equipment. Although there were 
many moves, the cumulative distance between sites 
equated to about one mile. 


UP CLOSE WITH GMRA: 


JOE, KD3VR, is renovating his recreation 
room. He and Bruce, N3ZUY, gutted the 
downstairs to the bare cinder block. By the time 
you read this, the mammoth job of waterproofing, 
installing new electrical outlets and breaker box, 
designing and installing new paneling, ceiling and 
floor for a radio room, workshop and office for 
Joe’s business, should be completed. Whew... 


AA3QE, SAMSON, finished his high school _ 


finals after a full week of testing. I keep telling 
him that if he can go from General to Extra in a 
short period of time, the finals must have been a 
piece of cake. “Yeah, right” he said... 


DOC, N3NGA, was put back in the hospital 
again shortly after the December business 
luncheon. After several surgical procedures, he is 
recovering nicely as ofthis writing. Hopefully he 
will be home by the time you read this column. 


THE OLD GENT’S NET keeps on plugging 
along with your host and NCS, Drummy, K3GIU, 
~ who is closing in on 91 years of age. Check in on 
the 88 repeater, 930 am and 630 pm every day... 


JIM, N3LDJ, spent a few days in the hospital 
but I am pleased to report he is back home. Jim 
recently acquired a Pentium computer, so if you 
do not hear him on the 61 repeater as much, you 
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know where to find him... 


HD, N3LFL, who is always on the go, has 
slowed down a bit for the winter months. Now he 
is only involved in ARES, Control Operator duties, 
providing communications support for the Laurel 
ARC, and the Internet. Where do these guys get 
their energy from?... 


JOEL, W3ZRW, is sporting a new collinear 
antenna for his two meter mobile. Tests conducted 
on simplex show substantial improvement over the 
old antenna. Joel is also taking it easy during the 
winter months. Instead of bicycling for hundreds 
of miles, he is now jogging and working out in the 
gym to keep in shape. His trusty four legged “‘bud” 
Briscoe, is always near by. Ienvy their closeness... 


GMRA OFFICERS FOR 1998: 


Paul Freirich, W3HFA 
JoeNunemaker, KD3VR 
Roy Ashlin, N3NGA 
Secretary CT David, K3GXF 
Treasurer Don Tinar, W3RYQ 
(All also serve as your Board of Directors) 


President 
Vice Presidents 


73 de Murray, K3BEQ 


Historical 

Electronics 
Museum Amateur 
Radio Club 


Meetings: Second Thursday of each month, | 
5:30 PM,In the Historical Electronics | 
Museum, West Nursery Road and Elkridge 


Landing Roads. Linthicum, Maryland (Next 
to BWI Marriott Hotel). 

Info: Nick Yokanovich, N3Y VW, (410) 544- 
5736. Club Station: W3GR. 


Mail: P.O. Box 746, Mail Stop 4015, 
Baltimore , MD 21203. 

Street address: 1745 W. Nursery Rd., 
Linthicum, MD 21090. 
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The experience on the very successful W2W 
special event operation has encouraged the club to 
begin planning for two special events for 1998. 
The present events of choice seem to be The 
Normandy Invasion Day, June 6, 1998 and Pearl 
Harbor Day, December 7 ( to be held on December 
6 - Sunday.) 


A committee has been named for reworking 
the antenna system to improve the operations of 
W3GR, W2W etc. The members are: Sam Bryant 
KBORPB, Dean Bush K3KHG and Tony Dal Santo 
N3HYR. 


During the W2W operation some line noise was 
apparent. The representative from BG&E was 
contacted and proved very helpful in locating the 
source of the noise and having the necessary repair 
made. Many thanks to BG&E’s Roy Shover. 


Thanks to the donation of an RF ammeter by 
Gene Knapp, W3BABI, the BC-610 is almost ready 
for active duty at W3GR. 


TOWER ANYONE? . 


HEMARC is still looking for a good but modest 
tower for its Tri-Band Yagi. 30/40 feet would be 
fine. Call Herman Turner WK3P 410-647- 4178 
if you know of one being available. There is a tax 
deduction for donating it to the Museum. 


The technical session for the January meeting 
was an excellent presentation on the VOCAP HF 
propagation prediction software by Rol Anders 


AMATEUR RADIO NEWSLINE 
WEEKLY BROADCAST: 


Listen to weekly amateur radio and related 
broadcasts professionally produced by The 


Amateur Radio Newsline, on the 146.88 
repeater each Friday at 7 PM. The broadcasts 
are downloaded directly off of the Internet to 
the repeater just hours after they become 
available. 
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K3RA. This remarkable software, which is 
available by downloading from the web, allows 
an hour by hour layout of where in the world you 
have a good chance of working on any HF band of 
interest and many other fine features. 


Les Jamison, WR3X issued a pack of technical 
bulletins on many subjects of value to hams 
including: antenna grounding, lightning protection, 
shielding and HF noise. 


The museum is always pleased to entertain ham 
groups and special tours can be arranged by a phone 
call to Jeff Busheit at 410-765-3803. The Maryland 
Moblieers have already booked the museum for 
their April meeting. (First Friday in April at 7:30 
PM) 


73 de Chip, W4PBG 


The Maryland 
Apple Dumpling 
Radio Amateur 
society, Inc. 


Meetings: 2nd and 4th Thursdays - 7:00 P.M. 
St. Paul’s Church, 10401 Armory Avenue, 
Kensington, Maryland 20895. 
Clubhouse:MADRAS Clubhouse,11800 
Coakley Circle, Rockville, MD 20852 


Nets: Ist and 3rd Thursdays at 9:00 P.M. on 
145.45 MHz (PL-5SA). 

Repeaters: 444.100/449.100 MHz (PL-2A), 
145.45/144.85 MHz (PL-5A). 


WWW Address: _http://mvhsl.mbhs.edu/ 
~fwright/MADRAS. html 

Mailing: P. O. Box 2468, Wheaton, MD 20902 
Information: Leo Boberschmidt KA3TGY 
(301)946-3738, Jean Blacik N3PLC (301) 
984-6114. ’ 


With the advent of warmer weather just around 
the corner, most of us are getting anxious for the 
upcoming Ham Fests to start rolling around. We 
are so fortunate to have such a large selection in 
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our area that most of us just go to all of them. At 
least we had FrostFest and WinterFest to hold us 
over the winter months. 


Most of you will be happy to hear that we will 
continue to hold our Thursday night non-meeting 
Net at 9:00 P.M. Thank you for returning the 
questionaire we sent to you asking if you wanted 
to change the time of the Net. Now that everyone 
wants the time to remain the same, we hope more 
of you will be checking in on Thursday nights. 


_ During the month of January we had two 
excellent programs presented to us. On January 8th 
we had “The Fine Art of QSLing” and on the 22nd 
of January our program.was “Journey To Peter I 
Island: Close To The Edge”. 


We have been making some mlnor repairs to 
our 2-meter repeater (145.45) during the last couple 
of months. We are sorry if any of you were 
inconvenienced during the short periods. we had 
to shut down. All seems to. be. working just fine 
now. 


Scout Troup 439 received a presentation on 
“What Is Radio” on Monday, January 26th, from 
members of the MADRAS club. Leo Boberschmidt 
W3LEO, Bob Price N3NNQ and Irv McWherter 
N3LDY, gave talks and demonstrations on 
Broadcasting, Ham Radio and Shortwave. There 
were about 25 scouts present, along with a dozen 
adults. 


od 
In October the MADRAS Club will be working 
with the same Scout Troup for their annual 


Jamboree On The Air event. Leo W3LEO, was able - 


to obtain the use of the call sign K3S for. this 
celebration, which takes place in October. 


Just'a reminder: If bad weather forces 
cancellation of any meeting, announcements will 


be-made on our 145.45 repeater. 


13. Jean N3PLC 
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The Maryland 
Mobileers Amateur 
Radio Club 


| Meetings: First Friday of each month at 


Baldwin Hall, Millersville, MD. 
Repeaters: W3CU (PL 107.2) - 146.805 & 
449.125 both in Millersville, Md. W3VPR - 
442.3 in Annapolis - Joint usage AARC. 


Social Breakfasts: 15 days (3 Saturdays) after 
| club mtg, at Rick’s Cafe in Odenton at 9 AM. 
| Mailing: MMARC, P.O. Box 935, Severn, 
| Md. 21144 ~ 

Nets: 2-Meter on 146.805 @20:30 local time 

every Monday, 10-Meter CW practice net 

@ 19:00 Monday on 28.230 MHz. 

Information: Bill Ziegler KA6TYY (410) 

987-2384 (email: Zzziggy @ aol.com). 

Web: http://www.erols.com/wb3v/mmarc/ 


Greetings from the Mobileers! 


MMARC POST HOLIDAY HAMFEST 


The Mobileers held their Post Holiday Hamfest 
on January 25th. We had good weather and about 
600 people attended. Though that doesn’t make 
us the biggest Hamfest in the area, there were 
plenty of treasures and bargains to be found. And 
what better way to start Super Bowl Sunday than 
with a Hamfest!! We had plenty of help from the 
club members and it really was a social event that 
helped us get reacquainted and caught-up on old 
friendships!!: Mark your calendars for next year 
on Super Bowl Sunday. 


JANUARY’S MEETING 


We had a great turn-out for members, with 
over 60 attendees, at the last club meeting. We have 
now received over 120 renewals and I expect some 
more are waiting in the club’s Mailbox. If you 
haven’t gotten your renewal in, you have up to Feb 
6, the night of the meeting, after that we will gladly 
accept your renewal, but you won’t make the 1998 
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Club Roster. Our goal is to also change the Auto- 
patch Code on March 6th the night of the March 
Meeting. If you missed the last meeting it was 
your loss! Hugh Turnbull/W3ABC, Vice President 
of the ARRL, gave a talk on the Sate of Amateur 
Radio and also answered questions I felt I had a 
chance to talk to a living legend and am truly 
honored to have met him! 


146.805 REPEATER. . 


The Mobileers Technical Committee replaced 
the repeater’s duplexer last month. It has improved 
the repeaters range and clarity. I encourage anyone 
in the general area to try the repeater out and 
provide me feedback on how it sounds. 


That’s it for this month. Please note our club 
meeting, breakfast.and net times. We would be 
happy to meet you and share some good “Ham 
Stories”!! Don’t hesitate to use our repeater if you 
are in the areas. 


73, Bil/KA6TY Y 


The Mid-Atlantic 


DX and Repeater 


Association 


Meetings: Rotating locations among 


Hagerstown MD, Frederick MD, Martinsburg 
WV and Gaithersburg MD. 

Net: Thursday evenings at 1930 local on 
147.06. 

4 State10M net: Wednesdays. at 2000 local 


on 28.315. 
Repeaters: Frederick MD: 147.06, 224.20, . 
448.125; Martinsburg WV; 147.345. : 
Mailing: 230 North Potomac St., Suite 2A, 
Hagerstown MD 21740 
Information: Voice BBS (301) 416-8447 and 
(301) 473-4151. 
Web Page: http://www.gqsl.net/madra 
E-Mail: madra@juno.com 
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Now here’s a good concept: Be sure to.come 


to the March dinner meeting (Thursday, March 12) 
to learn just how many MADRA members did 
bring their spouses and/or sweethearts to the 
February 14 HF Clinic. In case you missed it, the 
February dinner meeting was excellent, as always, 
since it was at the FireHouse Pub in Mt Airy. 


wresey t2A6 


But now you must read carefully or you’!I miss’ 


the March dinner. Here’s an updated list of dinner 


meetings for the next few months and it’s different 
from the list in the January club column, sO ) be s sure’ 


to update your calendars: 


UPCOMING MADRA DINNER MEETINGS 
FOR 1998. 


All meetings are the second Thursday of each 
month. 


March 12: Brewers Alley - Frederick, Maryland. 4 


April 9: Rocco’s Restaurant - Hagerstown, 
Maryland. 
May 14: Red Hot & Blue Restaurant, Frederick, 
Maryland 


IT’S DUES TIME AGAIN 


Well, that was in January, but we can still put 
money in the treasury from those who haven’t sent 
it yet. As a matter of fact, we'll even take it from 
those who have! a 


Last month’s column included a note that the 
weekly 2M net had been moved to 1930 local on 


Thursdays. What you need to know, in addition, is 
_ that we will try again to get the TechTalk going. Gi 


you have a topic that you’d like discussed, shoot 


an e-mail to or make radio contact with Bill, N2CK, 


or John, N3TWN. Their respective e-mail 
addresses are: <william_l._lazzaro@fc. 
meps.k12.md.us> and <johnn3twn@aol.com>. 


Another new service is the weekly transmission 
of ARRL News and the MADRA Bulletin on 


147.06 each Sunday evening at 1900 local. The. 


same news will be transmitted on 147. 345 each 
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Tuesday at 1900 local. Each Thursday 6 on 147.06 
just before the weekly net we will be transmitting 
the MADRA Bulletin and Amateur Radio 
NewsLine. 


73 DE N2CSQ/3 


National Capital 
ARES Council 


. The National Capital ARES Council is made 
up ‘of ARES & RACES members and officials from 
DC, Maryland and Virginia. 


“Our objective is to encourage cooperation and 
support between ARES/RACES jurisdictions 
during public and emergency service activities, 
especially when those events require large scale 
or long term participation by members of the 
amateur radio community. 


NCAC has offered several Institutes including 
training on basic operational principals and specific 
“served agencies” like American Red Cross, 
National Hurricane Center, National Weather 
Service and Search & Rescue. Each Institute offers 
“something old” for those who are new or haven’t 
had basic instruction and “something new” for 
those who have attended before and want to learn 
- More. 


~ Our last two Institutes were held in Maryland 
and the next will be on June 13 in Northern 
Virginia. Look for details here or check into our 
net on Sunday night at 9:00 on 146.91 (-). 


I’d like to say thanks to those who volunteered 
to do communications for First Night Alexandria 
on New Year’s Eve. Because Alexandria is a small 
jurisdiction, we rely on our neighbors for assistance 
with public and emergency service events. Steve 
NP2IL, AEC for Alexandria organized while Mike 
N3PDK and Steve K3IZ collected and sent 
greetings via packet with the help of Bill Huff from 
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Explorer Post 80. Others who helped with net 
control and shadowing along the route were Mike 
KE4PKM, Lenny N3RPQ, Julie KD4WSZ, Bill 
KE4BAE, Kathy AE4UM, Erv KT4DS. That’s 
Arlington, Fairfax & Prince William Counties and 
the District of Columbia assisting the city of 
Alexandria. | 


The next large scale event scheduled is a mass 
casualty exercise to be “staged” by the Northern 
Va EMS Council at Nissan Pavilion in Prince 
William County on April 25th. This will involve 
communications for event organizers as well as 
Police and Fire personnel with incompatible radio 
systems. 


A similar exercise at George Mason University 
two years ago was achallenge and HUGE success 
for amateur radio. Using a mobile mounted cross- 
band radio and area repeaters, we demonstrated 
that we could step in and provide solutions for 
Public Safety when communications equipment is 
incompatible or critical stations are out of range. 


These are exactly the type of events NCAC 
likes to encourage. Not only can we speak the same 
language in different parts of the state, but across 
the river as well!!! 


Nerve Rexroad, N4Z.GI 
DEC, Va District 2 
Chairperson, National Capital ARES Council 


Michael C, Martin 
N3RWEF 


Intererence Investigator | 
ESO&C Substation Operations 


& Test-Electronics 


8400B Old Marlboro Pike 
Upper Marlboro, MD 20772 


Office/Fax 301 967-5230 Pager 202 530-3731 | 
Email MCMARTIN@PEPCO.COM 
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National 
Capitol DX 
Association 
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Meetings: Feb, Apr, Jun, Aug, Oct and Dec. 
at a member's home. Contact the Secretary 
(Rick Murphy, K1MU) for details. 
On-the-air: Every Sunday at 8:30 PM on the 
147.000 repeater. All are welcome! 
Information: Rick Murphy-K1MU (703) 
280-2637 or Leo Boberschmidt-W3LEO (301) 
946-3738. 


Howard Davis - W3VRT: Silent Key. Howard 
Davis, W3VRT, was a long time member of 
NCDXA. He passed away on January 6th. The 
following 1s from the obituary in The Washington 
Post of January 25th: “Howard A. Davis, 84, retired 
comptroller of Washington Gas Light Co., died of 
respiratory failure Jan. 6 at Anne Arundel Medical 
Center 


Member At Large: As I write this, Karl Renz, 
K4YT, is in the area for a week before heading out 
to anew assignment in Israel. Too bad Karl couldn’t 
be here for our February meeting. We’ll have to 
listen for Karl from his new QTH. 


Vanity Calls: Well, your President has 
succumbed to the vanity call sign lure. I filed 
electronically with the FCC on November Ist and 
my new call [W3LEO] was issued on December 
Ath. I found it on an FCC transaction web site the 
morning of December 5th. I inaugurated the call 
on HF with an FB chat with VK3ARH, Rolf, in 
Melbourne. Now, I have my new QSL cards but 
will need to get new badges, cap, etc. Any other 
NCDXA members have any recent call sign 
changes? Let us know. 


DX: Dave-K3LP and Rich-KE3Q went to A6 
to help with tower construction and antenna 
installation for A61AJ and then they were on during 
the CQWW. After that, they went to A4 for a few 
days. I was able to work A4/K3LP on December 


Page 36 


AU TOLS CALLS 


3rd with my old call and then on December 4th 
with my new call. Propagation must be getting 
better if I can get through with 100 watts and my 
verticals, HI. Rich gave a presentation on the A6 
and A4 operations at the December meeting. 


April Meeting: It’s not definitely set yet, but 
we may have some visitors at our April meeting. 
ZK1XXP operators Tom-K8XP and Bob- 
WA4YBV may be able to be at our April meeting. 
Stay tuned. 


Northern 
Virginia 
FM Association 


Meetings: Fall, Winter and Spring at Virginia | 
Power, On Rt 50 just west of the West Ox Road | 
overpass and the Fair Oaks Mall. 
Weekly Nets: NVFMA Talk Net, Mon, 8:00 
PM, 146.79; NVFMA Swap Net, Tue, 8:00 
PM, 146.91; NVFMA Clinic, Ist Wed of the 
month, 7:30 PM, 146.79; NVFMA Net, Wed, | 
8:00 PM, 146.79; ARES, Sun, 9 PM, 146.91. | 
Repeaters: 52.37/53.37, 146.19/146.79, 
146.31/146.91, 222.50/224.10 Xlink, 222.74/ 
224.34, 449.75/444.75, 447.025/442.025, 
907.5/ 917.5, and: 1272.1/1292.1- 
Membership Info: Ann McWhirt KF4OSL, 
(703) 330-7429 or email to ammom 
@erols.com. 
E-mail address: nvfma@juno.com. 
Web Site: 
Silicon Valley/Way/5337/ 

| Mailing Address: NVFMA, P.O. Box 486, 
‘McLean, VA 22101. 


The Northern Virginia FM Association’s winter 
general membership meeting was held the evening 
of January 15, 1998 at the Virginia Power 
Company’s Fair Oakes facility. The highlight of 


the evening was the election of three new members 
of the Association’s Board of Directors and — 


approval of a budget for the second half of the 
current fiscal year. 


http://www.geocities.com/ ]| 
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Newly elected Board members are: John, 
K4KXK (formerly KE4VIH); Jeff, KC4RON, and 
John, KR1O. Outgoing Board members were: 
Mike, KB4CVL; Brad, KOHPR (Brad had resigned 
earlier in 1997); and, Maury, W4H YB. Please give 
the incoming Board members a hearty welcome 
when you hear them on the air. Also, thanks to the 
outgoing Board members, especially Mike, 
KB4CVL, who has been a strong influence on and 
supporter of the NVFMA for many, many years. 
New officers were elected immediately following 
the general membership meeting. Officers for 1998 
are: Owen, K6LEW, President; Phil, KF4AJZ, Vice 
President; and, Jeff, KC4RON, Treasurer. The 
office of Secretary is temporarily vacant due to the 
resignation of Ann, KF4OSL, because of a new 
addition to her and KC4RON’s family. Thank you 
for a job well done Ann. 


Ed, KE4SKY, gave an excellent talk on the 
National Capitol ARES Council and the use of the 
Association’s 19/79 and 31/91 repeaters. 
Following Ed’s presentation, several excellent door 
prizes were awarded among the meeting’s 
attendees. 


Spring is not too far away and 10 meters is 
getting better every day. 73, 


Maury, W4HYB 


_—7~ Potomac 
== valley 


Radio Club 


Packet: K3MQH 145.63, K3NA 145.63, 
K4FJ 145.77, KE3Q 145.57 445.375, N3RR 


145.51 441.325, N4OHE 145.710 440.925, 
N4SR 145.63, W3LPL 145.59 441.25, WR3L 
145.61 440.95. 

Web: www.pvrc.org & www.pagesz.net/ 
~pvrenc. 

Information: Rich Boyd, KE3Q, (301) 464- 
8014, rboyd @capaccess.org 


PVRC is a non-dues regional HF and VHF 
contesting club in an area that includes all of MD, 
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most of DE and VA, and portions of NC, PA, and 
WV. Members submit their scores for individual 
awards and contribute to the total PVRC score in 
contests that have club competition awards. This 
column will provide the casual operator with 
sufficient information to participate in the listed 
contests though, due to limited space, neither the 
complete scoring nor log submittal information is 
given. Below are a sample of 22 known HF 
contests to be held during MARCH with times in 
EST though logs should be kept in UTC (Zula) 
time. You do not have to be a member of any club 
or send in a score to enjoy operating in contests 
and helping others earn points. For more 
information about contests or PVRC, please contact 
KE3Q or myself. 


ARRL DX Contest, SSB: 6th 7 pm to 8th 7 
pm. 1.8 - 28 Mhz bands. Work stations outside 
Canada and the 48 states. You send RS-state (ex: 
59 Virginia) and DX sends RS-Power (ex: 59100). 
Multipliers are DXCC countries. PVRC competes 
in the club competition category. 


QCWA QSO Party SSB: 14th 9 am to 16th 1 
am, 160m and about 3915, 7245, 14280, 21365, 
and 28545 kHz, ion QCWA members send year 
of first license and state (ex: 97 Virginia). Members 
will include a chapter following the year. Chapters 
are multipliers. 


Wisconsin QSO Party: 14th 1 pm to 15th 8 pm. 
CW: 3550, 3705, 7050, 7125, and 14050 kHz plus 
15 & 10 meters. Phone: 3890, 7230, 14290, 21350, 
& 28400 kHz. WI stations work anybody and send 
county others work WI stations and send state. 


Alaska QSO Party, CW and phone: 20th 7pm 
to 22nd 7pm on 1835, 3700, 7035, 7135, 7235, 
14035,14245, 21135, 21335, 28135, & 28335 kHz. 
We send RS(T) and state and work only AK 
stations. AK send RS(T) and city. 


Bermuda Worldwide Contest, phone and CW. 
20th 7pm to 22nd 7pm but only operate 24 hours. 
3.5 - 28 MHz (no WARC). Exchange RS(T) only. 
Work anybody. Multiply QSO points by DXCC 
countries and then by the number of Bermuda 
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stations worked. 


Virginia QSO Party: 21st 1 pm to midnight 
and 22nd 6 am to 9 pm. CW: 1805 kHz and 50 
kHz up from band edge on others. PHONE: 1845, 
3860, 7260, 14260, 21360, & 28360 KHz. Also 
10 KHz up from the edge of the novice CW bands 
and 28360 KHz. Also 50.125, 147.48, 223.50, & 
446.00 MHZ. VA stations work anybody and send 
QSO number and county. Others work only VA 
stations and send number and state. 


CQ World-Wide WPX Contest, SSB. 27th 7pm 
to 29th 7pm. 1.8 - 28 MHz (no WARC). Single 
operator stations work any 36 hours. Work 
anybody and we send RS plus a serial number (ex: 
59001). Working a station in your own country 
counts only as a multiplier; no QSO points. Each 
different prefix (ex: WA4, K4, AC4, and W44) 
worked is a multiplier. 


73, Dick Wilder, K3DI, 410-757-6707, 
wilder @clark.net, or via the above packet network. 


Prince George's 
Wireless 
Association 


Meetings: First working Tuesday of each 
month, 7:30 PM; American Red Cross bldg., 


6206 Belcrest Rd, Hyattsville, MD 20782. 
Club Station: K3CEZ 

Mailing: 4109 Kennedy St., Hyattsville, MD 
20781 

Information: Frank Holton - WA3ZMW 
(301) 927-1245 


PGWA has had to forego it’s last two monthly 
meetings due to the hospital confinement of club 
President Frank, WA3ZMW and his daughter 
Muriel, both of who run the meetings. 


We are hoping that they will recover fully so 


that we can resume our meetings in February on 
the first Tuesday. 
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The Red Cross has a new disaster control 
officer installed and PGWA has to have a meeting © 
with the disaster unit to see if any changes have to 
be made. As communicators on Amateur bands for 
the Red Cross during disaster situations we should 
be available as soon as possible. 


Our club radio station K3CEZ seems to have 
our H-F and VHF radio gear in good working order 
also our packet station computer and antennas are 
in good shape. 


We are looking forward to more. membership 
participation this year. 


73’s from Ken Easton N3HLY « : 
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Shenandoagh |. 
Valley Amateur .-. 
Radio Club » 


Meetings: First and Third Friday of. every 
month at 7:30 p.m. SVARC Club House 2921 
Grace Street, Winchester, Virginia. 


Repeater: 146.22 In/ 146.82 Out. 

Net: Shenandoah Valley Emergency Net 
(SVEN) 7:15 daily on 146.22/146.82 Repeater. 
Mailing: P.O. Box 139 Winchester, 22604. 
President: Fred Wetzel (W4KRT). 

Info: Irvin Barb, W4DHU; 955- 1745, 
Internet home pate http://www.vvalley. 
com/svarc. 


The Shenandoah Valley Amateur Radio Club 
elected new officers for 1998. They are Wayne A. 
Koehler, KE4PMS, President; Sam Long, 
W4WSE, Vice-President; Don Mort, KU4KN, 
Secretary; Tom Sullivan, KD4WSM, Treasurer; 
Rick Choy, N3HXT, Trustee; John Kanode, 
N4MM, Trustee; Jack Weaver, WB4SXJ, Trustee. 
All chairpeople are in place and ready for a 1 busy 
year. 


Allyson KF4NQR has reorganized the SVEN 
net and is getting a lot of check-ins. Stop by and 
check it out each evening at 7:15 on 146.820-. Our 
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next event will be our shrimp feed and Karen 
KF4LGW and Jane KF4VEC will be the fades i in 
. co 


Club trainer Fred W4KRT will hold another 
training class this spring, dates to be announced. 


. Thats it for now. 


73, Wayne KE4PMS 


exERLINg |, 


é * Sterling Park 
Amateur Radio 


mayo? Club 
‘Meetings: 8:00 P.M. - Third Monday of the | 


month except July and August at Sterling | 
Community Center Annex, Church Rd. (Rt. 
625) near Route 28, Sterling, VA. 

Mailing: Call Box 599, Sterling, VA 20167. 
Information: Bill Lorentz, KS4II, 703-444- 
6341 or via email KS4II@ AOL.com. 


Ray Mullins, KD4RSL and Kevin Stuart, 
KF4HGJ instructed the rest of the club on the fine 
art of building a 2 meter J-Pole antenna at the 
January SPARC meeting. 21 club members all 
' worked together measuring, cutting, ore and 
_ tuning their antennas. ! 


~ Many thanks to Ray and Kevin-for taking the 
_ time to present this to the club. I hope we can do 
“more of this type of activity in the future. It really 
_ brought the club members together, 


‘: We are all oan forward to the 1998 Virginia 
Qso Party March 21-23, 1998. Contest 
_ information and contest logging software may be 
_found on the Web at _http://www.kreative.net/ 
~ smartin/ Listen for our club call, KANVA on the 
air during the contest. 


73, Bill, KS411 
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The Middle Atlantic 
FM and Repeater 
Council, Inc. 


Meetings: Coordinating Committee (CC) | 
normally meets the last Monday of each | 
month, 19:30, in the OEP conference room of | 
the Prince George’s County Emergency | 
Operations Center off Central Avenue. Talk- | 
in on 147.18. 
Address: P.O. Box 1022, Savage, Md. 20763- | 
1022 for all correspondence. 


Web Page: HTTP://WWW.T-MARC.ORG._ | 
Information: President - Owen Wormser | 
K6LEW (703)684-7682 CC Chairman - Bill | 
Conaway W8HNT, Pager (703)741-4251. | 
Ombudsman - Jim Erickson K3LFO (410)549- | 
1041, K3LFO@APEXGRP.COM. 


First, a correction: back in our January. column, 
I mistakenly listed the Calvert County ARC’s 
repeater sponsorship being transferred to WB3IUT. 
I got it backwards! Actually, WB3IUT transferred 
his 444.700 to. the Calvert County ARC. Sorry, Joe. 


Our T-MARC web site is being moved to a new 
server. We want to thank Rob Seastrom, KE4DJT, 
for offering his site and equipment. The Web 
address will remain the same, so our visitors will 
not notice any changes. 


The’T-MARC Board met in early January, and 
discussed a vote being taken by the NFCC. Our 
president Owen, K6LEW,, is still a Board member 
of the NFCC, but he has stepped down as its 
president, turning the duties over to Dick Isely, 
W9GIG, in Illinois. 


Our Board also reviewed the current state of 
un-coordinated repeaters in our area, and 
reaffirmed our long-standing policy which reads, 
in part “The sponsors and users of uncoordinated’ 
systems will not receive any consideration or 
interference protection from the operation of 
existing or future coordinated systems.” This is 
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included among all of our coordination policies 
and is available for down-loading from our Web 
Site. 

| 


The Rappahannock Valley RC’s repeater has 
been re-coordinated to a new site about 6 miles 
SSW of its previous location south of 
Fredericksburg, and the NVFMA’s 440 repeater 
frequency change from 444.75 to 447.025 at 
Tyson’s Corner has been completed. Final 
coordinations have been issued to.N3KQP for his 
new 448.175 repeater west of Seaford, Del., to the 
George Mason Univ. ARC for their new 449.375 
machine at Fairfax, and to KA3WYD’s new 52.67/ 
53.67 repeater near Thoroughfare, Va. 


Finally, most of you probably didn’t know Jim 
Hartman, W3RHC, of Laurel, Md. He and I worked 
side by side for some 21 years. Jim passed away 
unexpectedly in early January at age 73, leaving 


quite a gap at the FCC Lab. He was planning to 


retire in March and move to Florida with his wife 
Shirley. 73, Jim, SK. 


73, Gary, W3DTN, T-MARC PIO 


Vienna 
Wireless 
Society 


Meeting: 7:30pm second and fourth Fridays 
of the month at the Vienna Community Center. 
Nets: Pow-Wow nightly at 9 pm. on 28.444 
MHz Slow speed code, nightly 8:30 pmon_ | 
28.390 MHz. Vienna Emergency Net, 
Wednesday 7:30 pm 146.085/146.685 
Repeater: K4HTA 146.685(-), 448.375(-). 
Information: Mike Toia, K3MT, president, 

| (703) 757-7021; Program:Mike Steussey 
AE4R,(703) 281-0010. 

| Mailing: P.O. Box 418 Vienna, VA. 22183 


The big event of the Vienna Wireless Society’s 
year, Winterfest will be over about the time you 
read this. Hope you came out and got some good 
bargains. 
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We had a very interesting program at our Jan. 
23 meeting. Bill Hider, N3RR, gave a presentation 


‘on the RF Exposure Evaluation that is now required 


for Ham Antenna installations. Bill covered the 
complexities and answered many questions on how 
to maintain compliance. I think some club 
members discovered that it wasn’t as bad as they 
thought! , 


Coming up in March, on the 13th, we have John 
Kanode N4MM with a update on ARRL activities, 
efforts and positions on items of current interest. 
John is always an interesting speaker, so come out 
and find out what the League is up to and’why, 


In April, we have two programs on emergency 
communications, something all hams should be 
prepared for. VWS meetings are the second and 
fourth Fridays of the month at the, Vienna 
Community Center on Park St. in Vienna at 7:30 
pm. We welcome members from all over Northern 


Virginia. 


73, Kerry, WA4BQM 


Woodbridge 
Wireless, 
Inc. 


Meetings: Second Tuesday of each month at 
Springwoods and Chaucer, Lake Ridge, VA. 
Net: Monday nights at 2000 on 147.24 with 
224.78 link. 

Repeaters: WB4FQR 147.24 (+), WB4GJZ 


144.99 simplex PL-100 HZ Mite 
Mailing: PO Box 112,Woodbridge, VA 22194 
Information: Jim Stearns, KC4ZHQ (703) 
670-3480. 

Change Information: Bob Graham, K4RG, 
703/878-0697 


~Web Page: http://www.pweweb.com/wwil 


224.78 (-), WB4FQR 444.90 (+), N4LIZ | 


Woodbridge Wireless will be conducting a No- | 
Code Tech Class starting in mid-March, and : 
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running 8 weeks, meeting every Thursday night, 
in the Woodbridge area. The exact details were 
not available at press time, so anyone interested in 
attending, contact Bob, K4RG at 703/878-0697. 
The class is FREE! The new “Now You’re 
Talking” is the required text, that must be purchased 
by the student. 


1998 WOODBRIDGE WIRELESS DUES 
(STILL $24) ARE NOW DUE. PLEASE 
SUPPORT YOUR CLUB. Contact Dave, W4ADAV 
for membership info. 


The DX Magazine has recently published the 
top 100 needed DX countries based on an extensive 
survey. After a quick survey in our club, we found 
that three WWI members only need a few of these 
top ten DXCC countries to have them all. WWI 
members that head the DXCC list are: N4SR and 
WB4ZNH only needing P5, BV9P, and BS7; and 
W4DC needing those plus VU4. 


Thanks to KA4CKI, W4AD, and KE4ETZ for 
installing new batteries and upgrading the power 
supply at the water tower repeater site. Now the 
24 machine along with the 220 and 440 repeaters 
have emergency back up power which can handle 
emergency conditions for several days. Thanks 
also go to WA3TLE, W4DC, and KSOF for 
working on the 144.99 Simplex repeater. 


The mobile amateur radio was replaced with a 
commercial unit (at no cost to the club thanks to 
Bob, WA3TLE), and RFI filtering was added to 


the controller. The good news is that the transmit 


power is up and protected with a 50 second timer; 
_ the power supply is stabilized; and the repeat 
function no longer loses its memory recording 
capability. 


The bad news is that the interference problem 
on receive has not been solved. It appears that 
even with a commercial rig and special filter, in 


band interference exists at the Days Inn site. Work [~ 


will continue to solve the problem. For now, the 
repeater and patch are operational, but range is 
severally limited when the interference is present. 
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR THESE 
IMPORTANT WWI DATES 


March 10 Monthly WWI Meeting (N4MM) 
K4RG 
March-April No code Tech class K4RG 
March 28 Crew Races begin 22? 
April 4 Crew Races oat 
April 14 Monthly WWI Meeting 
K4RG 
April 18 Crew Races VH 
April 25 Crew Races 2a 
April Rabbit Hunt W4DC 
May 2: Crew Races 222 
May 9 Crew Races 22? 
May 12 Monthly WWI Meeting (Field Day) 
KC4ZHQ 
May 15,16 Crew Races eee 
May 15-17 Dayton Hamvention 
(make reservations now!!) 
May 22,23 Crew Races 2) 
June 7 Manassas Hamfest & WWI sale 
K5O0F/145.24 smplx 
June 9 Monthly WWI Meeting 
K4RG ; 
June 13,14 VHF Mountain-top contest 
W4NF 
June 26-28 Field Day KC4ZHQ/ 
W4DC 
July 4 Foot Race & Parade KR4KF 


AS you can see, a new crew race POC/ 
coordinator is needed. If you are interested, contact 
K4RG. - 


; 3394 Fort Meade Road | 
Laurel, Md. 20724 
(301) 725-1212 


104M to SPM Mon-Fri 
IUAM to 3PM Saturday 


Kenwood, fcoem, Alinco, Standard 


te tht 
Home of WeatherNode 
Wireless weather information to your computer. 
Visit us on the Internet ot http://www. weathernode.com | 
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GaoS ELECTRONICS 


8524 DAKOTA DRIVE, GAITHERSBURG, MD 20877 


301-258-7373 
It's Hamfest Time Again! 


Will you buy used gear from some . 
ouy at a hamfest, take it home, | 
and find : 


It Doesn't Work? 


We've been here for 20 years! 


GaoG ELECTRONICS offers a 14 day 


GUARANTEE 


on all used gear sold at a hamfest or at our store. 
(as-is gear excepted) | 
If you find our gear does not meet specifications, bring it back, 
in the same condition as purchased, and get it repaired or a_ 


FULL REFUND! 


WE BUY 


Used Electronic Equipment of All Kinds. | 
Transmitters, Receivers, Transceivers, Accessories and Junque Boxes. 
Test Equipment, Too! 


MONDAY, TUESDAY & WEDNESDAY 
10:00 AM TO 5:00 PM 


AND BY APPOINTMENT MOEN) 
| ciao 4 


- VISA and MasterCard Accepted 


my 
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Non-commercial advertising of Amateur associated equip- 
ment is available to subscribers of Auto-Call at the rate of 
5 cents per word with a $2.00 minimum. Commercial 
vendors and non-subscriber rate is 17 cents per word with 
a $5.50 (1 inch) minimum. Special headings or special 
spacing (e.g. one item per line) may be used but such ads 
will be charged at the column inch rate. 


Estate sales for Widows assistance handled by a FAR club 
will be published without cost. 


Your full name and address must be provided with each 
ad but need not be published. No ads will be accepted over 


FOR SALE: MULTI-TECH 224 external 300/ 
1200/2400BPS modem with docs/pwr supply 
(17.3VAC/10.5VA & 27.5VAC/7.5VA) excellent 
condition - $20.00; (410) 329-2255 home. [03/98] 


FOR SALE: AEA PK-232MBX Data Controller 
with PC-Pakratt-II software, all cables/connectors 
and documentation, excellent condition, used less 
than*one hour - $195.00; TIMEWAVE DSP59 
PLUS Audio Noise Reduction Filter, excellent 
condition, used less than one hour - $175.00; (410) 


329- a home. [03/98] 


FOR SALE: NEW (unused items) - TUCKER T- 
150 Low-Pass-Filter 2500 watts - 30MHz - S75.00; 
YAESU MH-IB8 hand microphone $30.00; 
ALPHA DELTA HV-2KW (5) lightning arrestors 


_ - $33.00 each (all five for S 150.00); RG-213U 95% 


braid premium quality non-contaminating jacket 
(375' on spool) - $125.00 TARGUS DELUXE 


UNIVERSAL CASE - padded portable computer/ 


printer sections, accordion file pocket, zip-down 
workstation with pockets 16.5"W x 2.5"H x 12"D 
- $120.00 (all the above are unused) - (410) 329- 


ie 2255 home. [03/98] 


AUTO, OC ALL 


the telephone and all ads must be prepaid. Ads that-will be 
running for longer than 1 month must be accompanied by 
a letter stating the length that the ad is to be run. Since no 
effort is made to investigate advertisers, no warranty can 
be implied. Copy MUST be received by the Ist day of the | 
month prior to the month of publication.Send all commer- | 
cial and non-commercial advertising and Shack Sales to: 


John Queen, Auto-Call Editor 
755 Woodland Way, Owings, MD 20736 
(301) 855-0198 


FOR SALE: Complete set of QST, ARRL 
handbooks, Ham Radio, CQ, Callbooks. QST 
commercially bound thru 1929, balance ARRL 
binders. Best offer over $2,900 by June 1, 1998. 
ARRL handbooks 1926 thru 1995, best offer over 
$1,600.. Ham radio magazine binders 1968 thru 
1990 best offer $150. CQ 1945 thru 1995 - 33 years 
- in binders, best offer $250. Government amateur 
callbooks, 1913 thru 1931, best offer $1200. Flying 
Horse callbooks or its predecessor 1920 thru:1996, 
best offer $2,000. Gernsback Wireless Bluebooks, 
amateur callbooks, 1910, 1911, 1914, best offer, . 
$300. Pick up or arrange shipping. Bob 
Arrowsmith, K4JN, P.O. Box 166, Annandale, VA 
22003. (703) 560-7161. {03/98} 


FOR SALE: Complete Yaesu HF station, FT-707 
transceiver, FV 707 DM digital VFO/memory. FC 
707 antenna coupler. FP-HD power supply. YM36 | 
microphone, one owner, never mobile, used as 
back-up station. In original boxes and all manuals, 
FB condition and appearance. $400.00 firm. Yaesu 
dynamic microphone, MD1, new condition, 
$40.00. Yaesu 2 meter hand transceiver, FT-209R, 
with extra FNB-4 battery pack. Never used. All 
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new condition w/manual $150.00. George, 


WA4AEI, (703) 765-9583. (0298) NORM'SROTORSERVICE 

Beale 5263 Agro Drive: 
FOR SALE/TRADE: Vintage manuals for S Frederick, MD 21703 
Hallicrafters, Hammarlund, National; Globe/WRL, / 301) 874-5885 
Heathkit, Allied/Knight, Johnson Viking, Elmac, ( w p i 
Gonset, Eico, B&W, RME, Conar, B&K, Harvey ae ? 
Wells, Morrow, Lafayette, Mosley, Drake, WeRebuild Rotors 

us: 


Regency, Ameco, Clegg, Genave, Utica, 
Polycomm, Pierson, Davco, Archer/Realistic, 
Subraco, RCA, Simpson, Triplett, HP, Superior, 
Swan, Howard, Echophone, Millen, McMurdo 
Silver, Paco, Precision and more. NI4Q, Al, P.O. 
Box 690098, Orlando, FL. 32869-0098 (407) 351- 
5536, e-mail ni4gq@juno.com. 02/98) 


- Rebuilt Rotors for Sale = Parts for U.S. Built Rotors 
- We Buy Used U.S. Rotors/Controls for CASH! 


NORM JEWELER K3LYW.- 


AMATEUR RADIO NEWS SERVICE 
is an organization of publishers and editors 
of Amateur Radio newsletters and members 
engaged in public relations. Its purpose is 
to assist editors in any way possible. For 
information, write to Lee Knirko, W9MOL, 
Amateur Radio News Service, 833 Park 
Plaine, Parke Ridge, IL 60067. 


FOR SALE: Ham Home, No. Virginia, Manassas 
area. 4 Bedroom, 2-1/2 baths, 2 car attached garage, 
fully finished basement with radio room. Lot has 
5 acres, x-large deck/hot tub. Four towers. with 40 
meter beam, stack of 3-phased 4 element, 20meter 
beams, monobanders on 15, 10 and 6 as well as 
contest quality VHF/UHF installation. Best of - 
everything. Appraised at $202K but priced under 
market with all antennas and towers included. Years 
of work to set up just plug in your rigs and your 
ready to operate. Call Mike, KB4CVL (703)791- 
8280 or kb4cvl @erols.com [02/98] 


[SWP] 


Mid-Atlantic Radio Club. Become a part 
of one of the country's fastest growing vin- 
tage radio clubs. The Mid-Atlantic Antique 
Radio Club is an active group of radio col- 
lectors, restorers and historians. For a 
sample newsletter, write to Barry 
Zimmerman, MAARC Membership Chair, 
5825 Woodwinds Circle, Frederick, MD 
21703-7579. (301) 696-5561. 


FOR SALE: Repeaters, UHF (440-470) and VHF/ 
2M (144-170) General Electric Mastr II, Exec I, 
& Mastr Pro - Antennaes, Duplexers, Hardline & 
Connectors Call Gary N8BOR at (703) 590-1906. 


WANTED: Early pre-1980 microcomputers for Sy 


museum collection. Also early microcomputer 
sales literature and magazines. KK4WW (540) 
763-3311 or (540) 382-2935. [10/98] 


MAHLON LOOMIS 

INVENTOR OF RADIO 

By Thomas Appleby 
Second Printing 
Available From 


QSL CARDS FOR WAS AND 


DXCC CHECKED LOCALLY! SVANHOLM RESEARCH 
QSLS FOR ARRL WAS AND DXCC AWARDS CAN BE LABORATORIES 
CHECKED LOCALLY, USUALLY ON A WHILE-U- P.O. Box 81 


WAIT BASIS. CONTACT K3BEQ (301) 773-5730 FOR 
DETAILS. CERTAIN RESTRICTIONS APPLY TO: 
DXCC AWARDS. SORRY, NO MAIL-INS. 

73 Murray (K3BEQ) mgreen @erols.com 


Washington, DG 20044 
Please Send $25.00 Donation 
With $5.00 forS & H 


(07/98) | 
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The R.F. Connection 


“SPECIALISTS IN RF CONNECTORS AND C COAX” 
a) 
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The R.F. Connection 
213 N. Frederick Ave., Suite 11, Gaithersburg, MD. 20877 
301-840- 5477 
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JWO SERVICES 
ARRL, AMECO, RSGB, CALLBOOK, WS5YI, CQ, G. WEST, etc. 
Ham related books; software and video tapes — all at a discount! 


Code Tapes-Code Keys-Oscillators-Instructor Guides-all class needs with one call! 
CALLBOOK CD-ROM, 1998! (List $49.95) Only $39.00. 
Latest Edition’ QRZ, HAM RADIO! CD-ROM (List $29.95) Only $18.00. 
RF EXPOSURE AND YOU New! (List $15) 1-9, Only $13.95 
THE RADIO AMATEUR’S SATELLITE HANDBOOK New! (List $22) Only $20.25 
1996 ARRL HANDBOOK (List $38) Special price while they last. Only $19.00! 
1997 ARRL HANDBOOK (List $38) Special price while they last! Only $24.00! 
1998 ARRL HANDBOOK, New! (List $32) 1-9, Only $29.50. Call for larger quantity discount. 
NOW YOU’RE TALKING. Complete Novice-Tech and No Code License study course. (List $19) 1-9 $17.45; 10-up 
- $16.50. ARRL’s TECH Q & AMANUAL. For Novice-Tech & No-Code license. (List $12.95) 1-9 11.95; 10-up $11.00. 
ARRL's TECH Q & AMANUAL. For Novice-Tech & No-Code license. (List $12.95) 1-9 11.95; 10-up $11.00. 
New! On-Line Catalog: www.jwoservices.com E-Mail address: 


johnw3is @igateway.com 


JWO SERVICES | 


John W. Obradovich, W3IS 
JWO SERVICES 12 Hickory Place, Camp Hill, PA 17011 
Catalog of Savings - FREE! Phone: (717) 731-4747 - Fax: (717) 730-9373 
Over 10 years of excellent service Worldwide Shipments. 


around the world! : wr We also accept Novus 
©, & Discover cards! 


Only $0.40 handling per order plus actual shipping. 
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Deadline: The deadline for ALL sub- 
missions to Auto Call is the ist day of 
the month prior to the month of publi- 
cation. When submitting via regular 
mail, time your mailing to ensure de- 
livery by the Ist of the month. 


Submitting Material to Auto Call 


Submissions for Auto Call will be accepted in the 
following formats: 


Electronically: Submissions are 
accepted via any of the major on line 
services directly or over the Internet. 
Use the format exactly as follows: 


Internet - JohnQueen@ AOL.com 

America On Line - JohnQueen 

AppleLink - johnqueen @ aol.com @ internet# 
BitNet - johnqueen%aol.com@cunyyvm 
CompuServe - INTERNET:johnqueen @ aol.com 
Connect - johnqueen @aol.com 

Delphi - internet’’johnqueen @aol.com” 
FidoNet - To johnqueen @aol.com<CR><CR> 
GEnie - johnqueen @aol.com @inet# 

MCI Mail - mbx: johnqueen @aol.com 
Prodigy - johnqueen@ aol.com 


Regular Mail: Mail typewritten or 
computer generated hard copy to: 
John Queen, Editor, Auto Call 
Magazine, 755 Woodland Way, 
Owings, MD 20736. Ensure that 
your printed material is dark enough for scanning. 


Computer Disk: Submissions are 
accepted on 3.5" or 5.25" computer 
disk, in either Macintosh or MS-DOS 
format, using Word, WordPerfect, or 
standard ASCII text files. Write your name, tele- 
phone number, and club name on the disk. Sub- 
mit graphic files (club logos, etc) inan EPS or TIFF 
format. Please verify the readibility of your com- 
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uto Call Production Policy 


puter files before sending. If you want your com- | 


puter disk returned immediately, include a SASE 
envelope with .32 postage. Otherwise, disks will 
be returned only in person at FAR meetings. 


Preparing Material for Submission 


Club Columns: Member clubs are allocated 


-one full page in each issue for club columns. In 


determining space requirements, figure about 700 
words per page not including the space taken up 


_by headings, photos, etc. Indent paragraphs .25" 


and double space to begin a new paragraph. Send 
club header information ONLY when different 
from what was published from previous month. 
The editor reserves the right to edit any submitted 
material for space, content and/or applicability. 


Hamfests/Events: Member clubs are allocated 


one full page per year to promote one club spon- — 


sored hamfest, convention, or special event. Sub- 


mit clean black & white camera ready copy only 
by mail. Master copy should be in black ink on 
white paper and should be in proper page ratio, _ 
(Copy space is 7" wide by 9" high). Copy can be 
reduced or enlarged as necessary. Electronic sub- 


missions of Hamfest ads will not be accepted, 


Photographs: The editor will select the best 


photograph submitted for the cover each month. 


Photographs should depict club members, club sta- 
tions, or amateur radio related events that are cur- 


rent and noteworthy. Clubs may also submit pho-- 
tographs for inclusion with their club column, Pho- 
tographs will be used in columns when space per- _ 
mits. Either B&W or color photos can be used. 


For each photograph submitted, write your name, 
phone number, and club name, along with a de- 
scription of the photograph on a piece of paper, 
and tape it on the back of the photograph. Do not 
write on the back of your photo. If you want your 


photos returned immediately, include a SASE en- 


velope with sufficient postage. Otherwise, photos 
will be returned only in person at FAR meetings. 
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BENERMSthOR YOUR a. 


QST, QSL Bureau Awards, Low Cost Insurance, Operating Aids, 
Government Liason and more - - Much More! 


SSS SE RRL MERLE Ry Lee aR SR a 


’ MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION AUTO-CALL 
: Name: Call: 


| Address: 
I City: State: Zip: 


r $31 in U.S. $42 elsewhere (U.S. funds). Individuals age 65 and over, upon submitting one-time proof of age, may 
request special dues rate of $24 in the U.S. $36 elsewhere in U.S. funds. Persons age 21 and younger may qualify 
for special rates, write for application. For postal purposes, fifty percent of dues is allocated to QST, the balance 

| for membership. 


y Visa, MC, AMEX, Discover #: 
i Signature: Expires: 


oe Ae Oe SEE PER eae a ae a ee a yl | 


cas. woe, The American Radio Relay League Ae ete tena 
5 Faggs Manor Lane 225 Main St. Rt. 1,Box73-A 
Paoli, PA 19301 : ‘VA22620 
Phone: (610) 993-9623 Newington, CT. 06111 USA Phone: natin 


aT 


LL magazine Subscription Form 
Please enter my subscription to Auto-Calll: Pal New ee Renewal | loin 


For a year BE years. Subscription rate is only $8.00 per year. (You 
may also order a sample copy of the most recent issue for just $1.00 which 
will be applied to your subscription). 


NOC! eterno Ser ee a Call! 


Address: 
City: State: Zip: 
Make check payable to the Foundation P.O. Box 7612 
For Amateur Radio and mail form tos = SUS Church, VA 
fie itel tok 92040-7612 


ney | ty | rey eee ey Fey | 
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